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 This has been an interesting 
summer in the gardens.  All this 
moisture has been great for many of 
the trees, shrubs, and perennial 
flowers.  The vegetables got off to a 
late start, but they were looking 
wonderful until something started 
eating them.  My vegetable garden 
has a picket fence about four feet tall, 
with a wire fence lining.  The wire 
keeps the adult rabbits out, and for 
the last 20 years, the deer have had 
no interest in jumping the pickets. 
 A couple of weeks ago, I 
noticed that something was nibbling 
away at a few things.  One day some 
leaves on the beets, another day some 
strawberry leaves.  I thought it might 
be chipmunks.  I put a couple of traps 
in the garden, but had no luck.  I do 
have a plastic owl that seems to deter 
the chipmunks.  (I discovered that last 
year when the owl was used in a fair 
display for a week and the little 
critters really mowed through the 
garden during that week.) 

 We have a nice family of foxes 
in the area, and we haven’t seen a 
rabbit all summer, so despite the fact 
that little bunnies can get through the 
wire, I didn’t think that was the 
problem.  But then the pea vines 
disappeared, the beans disappeared, 
and more and more leaves on other 
plants disappeared.   

 

 My vegetable garden is only 
about 12 feet by 30 feet, and it has 
raised beds, so it really isn’t a fun place 
to jump into if you are a deer.  But 
then I saw the tracks. 

 In the rest of the yard, I have 
been pretty successful this summer 
keeping them out of the hosta leaves.  
I have tried all the tricks, fold 
remedies, and commercial things.  
What is working best is one of the 
liquids that uses rotten eggs, garlic, hot 
pepper, and some herbs.  (I won’t 
mention brands, but the ones that 
have other herbs in them actually 
smell pretty good.)  Because of the 
eggs, I don’t want to use this around 
the vegetables, so I had a dilemma.  
Then I remembered that there has 
been some success with stringing 
fishing line, because the deer do not 
like to go through that.  Now mind you 
the last time I tried that in one of the 
hosta beds, the adults stayed out, but 
the fawns forgot to read the research 
and they went right under the line and 
munched away.  But this time I 
thought it might work to add some 
sticks to the picket fence around the 
vegetable garden, and string a line 
about 2 feet above that.   

 So far, so good.  Six days and no 
new munching. 



Feather Reed Grass, (‘Karl Forester’) 

By Dr. Susan Mahr 
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 Ornamental grasses can add 
texture and movement in a garden. 
‘Karl Foerster’is a great cultivar of 
feather reed grass that provides 
vertical interest with its tall, narrow 
flower heads. It adapts readily to 
many types of soils, is drought 
tolerant once established, and is 
hardy in zones 3-9.  

 This is a cool season grass, 
hardy in zones 3-9, so the deep green, glossy 
foliage appears early in the spring. In cold climates 
the color lasts through late fall or early winter 
when it turns a golden tan color, but in mild 
climates the foliage may remain green. The plants 
grow erect, in a narrow clump 2-3 feet tall and less 
than 2 feet wide.  

 In early summer flowers stems 5-6 feet tall 
appear. This cultivar blooms a few weeks earlier 
than common feather reed grass. The heads of the 
loose, feathery inflorescences emerge green, then 
open to airy, rosy-pink plumes. After a few weeks 
the color changes to dark maroon, then to bronze, 
and finally to golden tan. The plants flower stalks 

remain upright 
through the winter to 
provide winter 
interest. 

  C. x acutiflora 
‘Karl Foerster’ is 
excellent as a 
specimen plant, 
providing a vertical 

accent in the landscape or as a massed planting. 
The slightest breeze sets this grass in motion and 
the graceful movement is a highlight for any 
landscape. In heavy rain or wind the stems may 
flop in all directions but quickly return to vertical 

when dried off. Put it in a spot 
where the afternoon sun will 
shine on the seed heads, making 
them appear almost golden in 
color, for a dramatic effect. It is 
also useful in patio pot 
containers, as a backdrop fro 
roses or as a seasonal hedge or 
screen. ‘Karl Forester’ feather 
reed grass combines well with 

other perennials, especially late summer and fall-
blooming perennials such as Coreopsis, Echinacea, 
Liatris, and Rudbeckia. 

 This grass is also good for use in fresh or 
dried arrangements. Stems cut before the flowers 
mature will last for months in an arrangement, 
maintaining the golden tan color. 

 This long-lived perennial grass grows best in 
full sun to partial shade and prefers well-drained, 
fertile soils with sufficient moisture, but is 
somewhat drought tolerant once established. Unlike 
many of the other ornamental grasses it does well in 
heavier clay soils. Fertilization may be required to 
produce maximum height in infertile soils. It has no 
serious disease or insect problems and is not 
favored by deer. It may flop over if grown in shade. 

 Little maintenance is required except to cut 
back the stems to about 6 inches annually. Since this 
plant starts its growth early in spring, the previous 
year’s growth needs to be cut back in late winter or 
very early spring to avoid damaging the new growth. 

 This grass is best propagated by division in 
the fall or spring. Large clump division may be done 
in the fall with a good show of flowers the following 
spring. Smaller clumps will require a second growing 
season to fully develop a mature flowering effect. 
This cultivar is sterile so there will never be 
seedlings in the garden. 
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Both early blight and Septoria leaf spot are 

potentially serious diseases that affect the leaves, stems, 
and fruit of tomatoes.   Septoria leaf spot is caused by 
Septoria lycopersici and can infect ground cherries, jim
sonweed, and nightshade as well. Both diseases thrive 
during periods of moderate temperatures and abundant 
rainfall. They may occur on plants of any age, but they 
usually become evident after the plants begin to set fruit. 

 
Symptoms and Effects 

Early blight is primarily a foliage disease, but may also 
cause fruit to rot near the stem in late fall. Symptoms of 
early blight first appear on older leaves and are 
characterized by irregularly shaped brown spots with 
concentric rings. Usually the tissue surrounding each spot 
turns yellow. The spots enlarge to 1/4-

1/2 inch in diameter 
and coalesce, causing the leaf to turn brown and drop. As 
the plant loses its leaves, the fruit become exposed to the 
sun and susceptible to sunscald. Infected fruit have dark, 
leathery, sunken spots near the stem end. Only green fruit 
are infected. 

Septoria leaf spot is first noticeable by 
the small, circular spots on the upper 
surface of the lower leaves. There is often a 
corresponding water-soaked spot on the 
lower leaf surface. These spots are smaller 
and more numerous than those of early 
blight. They are 1/16-1/4 inch in diameter 
and have a tan or light-colored center. Tiny 
black fruiting bodies may be found in the 
center of these lesions. Infected leaves may 
drop from the plant. Spotting of the stem 
and blossoms may also occur. 

Disease cycle 

 The early blight pathogen over winters on 
infected plant debris where it can survive for 1 year, on 
seed, or in the soil. Septoria can survive for up to 3 years 
in infested debris, but it can also survive on weedy hosts 
such as jimsonweed, horse nettle, ground cherry, and 
nightshade. Initial infection occurs on the lower leaves 
and spreads upward in the plant as spores from infected 
leaves are splashed onto clean foliage by rain or 
irrigation water. Spores can also be spread if field work 
occurs while plants are wet. 

Tomato disorders: 

Early blight and Septoria leaf spot 

Control  
Rotate out of solanaceous (tomato family) crops for 

3-4 years and control solanaceous weeds such as jimson-
weed, horse nettle, ground-cherry, and nightshade to 
reduce the build up of spores of both diseases in the soil.  

Use disease-free seed and inspect purchased trans-
plants for leaf spots before transplanting into the field. 

 Select a well-drained site with good exposure to 
the sun and wind to promote drying of the foliage after 
rain or dew. Space plants far enough apart to allow good 
air movement.  

 Staking or caging plants also helps speed drying of 
plants after wetting and keeps fruit and leaves off the soil. 
Do not water late in the day unless you are using trickle 
irrigation. Mulch will act as a barrier between the soil and 
foliage to prevent spores from splashing onto the leaves 
and fruit. 

 Carefully monitor plants weekly once they begin 
to flower for early symptoms of these diseases. Pruning 
and destroying the lowest leaves will improve air circula-
tion and hasten drying of the foliage after wetting. Re-
moving leaves at the first sign of infection will also help 

slow the spread of the disease. 
 At the end of the season re-
move or thoroughly incorporate all crop 
refuse. If the remains are buried deeply 
and decay, the fungi have less chance of 
overwintering. Do not compost infected 
vines unless you practice stringent com-
posting practices that will assure pro-
longed heating to kill the disease organ-
isms. 

 There are presently no tomato varieties resistant 
to Septoria leaf spot. A few tomato varieties are reported 
to be tolerant to early blight, but they have not proven to 
perform well in Wisconsin. 

 It may be necessary to treat tomatoes with pro-
tectant fungicides to control Septoria and early blight. 
Begin treatment when the first fruit clusters start to de-
velop or when the first symptoms are observed.    Appli-
cations of fungicide may be needed every 7-10 days when 
the weather is wet and warm.  Fungicides containing  the 
active ingredient Mancozeb or Chlorothalonil  have 
proven to provide the best control.  



Have you seen one of these signs?  
Barron County Master Gardener      
Volunteers are involved in projects all 
over the county.  The signs are  being 
put up to indicate that  gardens or 
spaces are the work of  volunteers.   

Barron County Extension Office 

Barron County Government Center 

3305 E. Monroe Avenue, Room 2206 

Barron, WI 54812 

 

Phone:  715-537-6250 

Fax:  715-537-6814 

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F   
W I S C O N S I N - E X T E N S I O N  

Non Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage Paid 
Barron, WI 54812 
Permit No. 74 

The University of Wisconsin—Extension provides Title IX which include affirmative action and equal opportunity in education, programming, and em-

ployment for all qualified persons regardless of race, color, gender, creed, disability, religion, national origin, ancestry, age, sexual orientation, preg-

nancy, marital or parental status, arrest or conviction record or veteran status. 

Requests for reasonable accommodations for disabilities or limitations should be made prior to the program or activity for which it is needed. Please do 

so as early as possible prior to the program or activity so that proper arrangements can be made. Requests are confidential (ADA requirements.) 

http://www.hort.wisc.edu/

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED  


