
 

Dear HCE Friends: 

The holidays are over at last; time to regroup and relax, but where 

do you get the time to do it?  It seems like I am on the go all the 

time and nothing gets done.  It’s time to slow down and get more 

accomplished. 

I am new at being the County HCE co-president and will need 

everyone’s help.  I really do not know where to begin or where to 

go from here. 

I have a real concern that I will mess this all up, so please, if you 

see me doing something wrong or hear me say something way off 

base, please let me know. 

I am  looking forward to meeting and getting to know you all 

better. 

Kathleen Frazee 
HCE Co-President 
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It is time for your immediate past president 

to move on.  I will miss  working so closely 

with all the BCAHCE members.  You should 

all have  a “big hug” for the past four years of 

service to  this county. 

It has been a wonderful experience  as the 

members have helped to make our HCE clubs 

move forward. 

Some members have been lost, but new 

have also been added this past year.  My  

 

 

wish for the New Year is to keep working  to 

secure more new members.  Let’s share our 

education and friendship with friends and 

relatives.  Invite them to visit the club 

meetings and programs.  A recent survey 

states that 54% of the Baby Boomers who 

turn 65 years of age this year plan to spend 

their retirement time by becoming a 

community volunteer. 

Muriel Anderson 
North District Director 
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Dear HCE Friends: 
 
Another year has begun.  Some HCE members have gone south for the 
winter months.  Others are staying close to home to ride out the cold 
weather.  In either case, I hope you will continue to keep abreast of 
HCE activities and get out and enjoy some sunny days.  Just be careful 
in the snow and ice! 
 

 
In the UW-Extension office we have only one support staff (Marleen Seul) at this time.  The 
Administration Committee has just approved another 40% support staff position for our 
office, so now we can begin the hiring process.  I can’t say how long this will take, so please 
be patient.  I know this newsletter is coming out later than usual, but the reason is because 
there were other projects in the office which took priority.  Things will go more smoothly 
and more timely once we are full-staff again. 
 
Also, remember, the newsletter is coming out QUARTERLY now, so it will cover 3 months 
rather than 2.  Please keep this in mind when planning your activities.  Have your articles to 
the Extension office no later than the 15th of the month before the newsletter comes out.  
That would be March 15, June 15, and September 15.  Thank you! 
 
Have a good winter.  I look forward to seeing you at HCE activities around the county. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Marilyn Kooiker, HCE Advisor 
Family Living Agent 
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HCE Upcoming Events  

met in November at Cedarwood Manor with 9 
members attending.  Election of officers was held 
for 2011:  President LaVonne O’Brien, Vice 
President Diane Medaglia, Co-Secretaries Carole 
Newman and Georgeann Flatten, Treasurer Amy 
Kopecky.  Carole Newman will also continue as 
Historian.  Christmas party was held at Smoland Inn 
in Alpha in December.  Donation to CRA was 
suggested instead of exchanging gifts.  Karen 
Brooks and Pat Johnson led a program on Stress 
Management.   
   

   

      6 Bookworms™ reading at Head Starts 
    18 10:30 am Executive Board &, Program 
 Chairs , Rm. 170 & District Fall Mtg 
 Committee Mtg 
     23 10:30 am, Harmony Club meeting 

 
 

  
       3   Bookworms™ reading at Head Starts 
       8 1 pm, Odds ‘N’ Ends Club Meeting 
     15 11:30 am Harmony Club  Cedarwood  
 Luncheon 

   
 
 

        1  “On the Move & In the Groove” starts 

        3 Bookworms™ reading at Head Starts 
        8 1 pm, Odds  ‘N’ Ends Club Meeting 
      13 Daylight Savings Time Begins 
      15 10:30 am, Executive Board & Program 
 Chairs Meeting, 162/163 
      22 10 am, Harmony Club Meeting 
 
 

met in November at the home of Janet Frazee with 
10 members and 1 guest attending.  Judy Marek led 
a lesson on turkey candy dish.  Gifts were given to 
the first baby born in Burnett County during HCE 
week—baby boy born November 7th.  Funds were 
collected for the “non” salad luncheon for the 
scholarship fund.  Christmas party was held at the 
Pour House in Siren in December.  Discussion was 
held on programs for the 2011 fall District meeting. 
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Last December the “REACH a Child” program was 
introduced to our county by the Sheriff’s 
Department.   REACH stands for Reading 
Enjoyment Affects Childhood Happiness.   
 
This program’s objective is to fill backpacks with 
different levels of children’s books to give to 
children involved in stressful situations (auto 
accidents, fires, etc.)  Each Sheriff’s patrol car 
would carry a filled backpack in their cars.   
 
When asked whether they would accept “gently 

used books,” Paul Gilberson, Co-Founder and CEO 

(and children’s book author) of REACH a Child 

responded  “what we say is that we are trying to 

give the gift of a children's book to children... so...if 

the book looks new that is fine, but the yellow 

pages and torn pages we tend to send to area 

daycares for the children there and not in the back 

packs.  We encourage people to do a "Buck & A Book" drive so 

that way we get funds and books... I don't recommend that 

people go to Borders or Barnes and Noble and buy a book at 

$10... because we could get 100 new books for that same $10.  

We need the funding just as badly as the books.” 

 

 

A brochure about this 

program is included in 

this HCE newsletter.  

Please contact Marilyn 

Kooiker if you are 

interested or have 

more questions about 

the REACH a Child 

program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you looking for a 

new community service  

project?   

Have I got an idea for 

you!! 



 

Page 5 Volume 2011 January/February/March 

 
Fran Krause and Mary Poretti ended up being room mates at the Burnett  Medical Center 
in December.   
 
Fran fell at home and she had hip surgery in Rice Lake.  Several days later she was 
transferred to Burnett Medical Center in Grantsburg for therapy.  She was released on 
Wednesday, December 15 and is recuperating at home with the help of her family.  Several 
members of Harmony Club and Odds ‘N’ Ends Club visited both Fran and Mary during their 
hospitalization at Burnett Medical.  Fran and Mary were also visited by Marilyn Kooiker 
during their stay at the hospital. 
 
Mary Poretti became ill at home and was taken to Burnett Medical.  Her recuperation stay 
in the hospital  was expected to be one month.  She was transferred to the Twin Cities area 
in order to be closer to her family.  The address for Mary is:    

      Mt. Olivet Careview Home 
   5517 Lyndale Ave.  South, Room 212-2 
    Minneapolis, MN 55419.   

The Mt. Olivet phone number is 612-821-3158 (nurses’ station, ask for Mary).  Mail sent to 
Mary’s home will be forwarded.    
 
You can cheer up both Mary and Fran by visiting them and sending them get well cards. 
 
We extend Best Wishes to Fran and Mary for a speedy recovery.   

 
Fran Krause and Mary Poretti ended up being 
room mates at the Burnett  Medical Center in 
December.   
 
Fran fell at home and she had hip surgery in Rice 
Lake.  Several days later she was transferred 
to Burnett Medical Center in Grantsburg 
for therapy.  She was released on 
Wednesday, December 15 and is 
recuperating at home with the help of 
her family.  Several members of 
Harmony Club and Odds ‘N’ Ends Club 
visited both Fran and Mary during their 
hospitalization at Burnett Medical.  
Fran and Mary were also visited by 
Marilyn Kooiker during their stay at the 
hospital. 

 
Mary Poretti became ill at home and was taken to 
Burnett Medical.  Her recuperation stay in the 
hospital  was expected to be one month.  She was 
transferred to the Twin Cities area in order to be 
closer to her family.  
 
 The address for Mary is:    

     
Mt. Olivet Careview Home 
5517 Lyndale Ave.  South, Room 212-2

 Minneapolis, MN 55419.   
 

The Mt. Olivet phone number is 612-821-3158 
(nurses’ station, ask for Mary).  Mail sent to 
Mary’s home will be forwarded.    
 
You can cheer up both Mary and Fran by visiting 
them and sending them get well cards. 
 
We extend Best Wishes to Fran and Mary for a 
speedy recovery.   
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A rgentina is the second largest country in South 
America.  It is located between the Andes Mountains on 
the west and the Atlantic Ocean on the east.  It is 
bordered by Paraguay and Bolivia to the north, with Brazil 
and Uruguay in the northeast and Chili to the west and 
south.  Argentina claims some of Antarctica, Falkland 
Islands, South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands. 

 

Four regions of Argentina are the fertile central plains of 
the Pampas, where most agriculture happens; the 
Southern Plateau of Patagonia where the oil production 
is; the subtropical wooded area of the northern flats of 
the Gran Chaco; and the Andes Mountains. 

 

The climate is generally mild with the north having a 
subtropical climate with very hot, humid summers and 
mild, drier winters and the south having warm summers 
and cold snowy winters. The hottest and coldest 
temperature extremes have occurred in Argentina with 
the high being 120.4 degrees Fahrenheit and low being     
-38.2 degrees Fahrenheit. 

 

Argentina has a population of about 40 million and ranks 
3rd in South America.  The population growth is one of the 
lowest of the Latin American countries, only about 1% per 
year. Median age is 30 years and 76 years is the life 
expectancy of Argentina’s people. 

 

Argentina trades mainly with Brazil, United States, the 
Soviet Union and Europe. Farm products such as 
meat, wheat, corn, vegetable oils, hides, skins 
and wool are exported.  Imports include 
chemicals, machinery, iron and steel. 

 

T he religion of the area is 
mostly Roman Catholic.  
Argentina has the largest Jewish 
population in Latin America with 
about 300,000. 

T he capital city 
is Buenos Aires and 
the official language 
is Spanish. 
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WAHCE International Chairman, Betty Anne Tubbin has suggested we select countries 

from Central and South American and the Caribbean for our  education in 2011.  A list of 

speakers from our district is being compiled.  North District has family members or 

friends who have agreed to talk about South America, Panama, Honduras, Costa Rica, 

Mexico, Peru  and Brazil.  Neighboring counties could  be invited to join in hearing about 

one or more chosen countries.  Mike Kornmann, Burnett County Community Resource 

Development Agent for UW-Extension spent time in South America and has been 

scheduled  as guest speaker for the North District Fall meeting in October.  We can 

discuss the International Event at the Spring Recognition meeting in May. 

 

Rose Rajbansee, Associated Country Women of the World  (ACWW) Area  president for 

the Caribbean and Central and South American, will be in Wisconsin in July for the 

National Volunteer Outreach Network (NVON) conference.  Betty Ann Tubbin is 

suggesting we try to have a combined meeting of districts while Rose is in the country.  

She is a great speaker; some of our members heard her at a recent WAHCE Conference.  

There will be more information on the date and location as plans progress. 
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The R.E.A.C.H. A CHILD  program will 

need replacement books in the back 

packs by securing book donations 

such as gently used books.  The 

program depends on a volunteer 

network of individuals, groups and 

businesses. 

If you have not read the Inter County 

Leader article, please do so to get more 

information.  This can be a very good service 

project for BCAHCE members.  We will hear 

more about this new project in Burnett 

County in the near future. 

 
Many of you may have read the full page article 
entitled “Making a Positive Out of a Negative “ in the 
December 15 Inter County Leader.  Family Living 
Educator, Marilyn Kooiker, invited all Wisconsin 
Bookworms™ readers to attend the meeting.  There 
was standing room only as law enforcement and 
emergency providers, as well as jail staff from Burnett 
County, were present to learn about the new 
R.E.A.C.H. A CHILD Program. 
 
Paul Gilbertson from Madison, co-founder of this non-
profit organization, was present to explain the value 
of the program.  He provided book backpacks to be 
carried in all Burnett County patrol and emergency 
vehicles.  The idea is to give books to children to shift 
their thinking from crisis they are experiencing by 
giving a book to read and keep.  Each back pack is 
filled with ten books for all ages of children. 
 
Parents were invited to bring children to the meeting 
and each child left with a book of their choice. 
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Association for Home & Community Education 
Annual County Fall Meeting 

November 16, 2010, 10:30 am 
Burnett County Government Center, Room 165 

Minutes 

Attendance: Harmony 5, Odds ‘N Ends 8, HCE Advisor 
 
President, Muriel Anderson called the meeting to order. 
Meeting was opened with Homemaker Creed. 
Minutes of the May 20, 2010 Spring meeting were read 
and approved on a motion by Karen Brooks, seconded by 
Margaret Britton.  Motion carried and minutes were 
placed on file. 
 
Treasurer’s report was given by Adeline Ingalls and 
placed on file.  Motion by Adeline Ingalls, seconded by 
Karen Brooks to reimburse Amy Kopecky for HCE 
conference registration.  Motion carried. 
 
Committee reports: 
Historian – no report. 
International/Family Life – no report. 
Marketing/Membership – no report. 
Program/Community Outreach/Cultural & Textile Arts – 
Diane Medaglia reported that displays were up in 
Webster during HCE Week. 
Scholarship – Karen Brooks reported that 3 scholarships 
were awarded to students. 
Wisconsin Bookworms™ -- Book bags are here and have 
been distributed to libraries and Hertel Head Start.  
Donations continue to be received. 
 
Nominating Committee – Motion by Barbara 
Cunningham, seconded by Irene Peterson to elect Fran 
Krause & Kathy Frazee co-presidents and Adeline Ingalls, 
treasurer for 2011-2012.  Motion carried. 
 
Family Living Agent report – Marilyn Kooiker presented 
her report on HCE activities.  The WAHCE website has 
new material; check it out at www.wahceinc.org .  
Update subscriptions aiming for 1100 in 2011.  HCE 
insurance is $88/year for HCE county insurance.  This 
does not include HCE club insurance.  The Communicator 
comes out in January – one for county, one for 
president.   
Membership rolls:  Burnett County had 42 members in 
2000 and has gradually decreased membership to 27 as 
of 2010.  Must increase membership to survive as an 
organization. 
 
 

WAHCE Conference  and North District meeting 
reports—given by those who attended. 
2011 Fall District meeting to be held in Burnett 
County – Barb Cunningham will be chair.  She 
wants ideas for workshops and presentations. 
Committee will be Lavonne O’Brien, Jan Frazee, 
Diane Medaglia and Muriel Anderson.  First 
meeting will be on January 18th following the 
Executive Board meeting. 
 
Unfinished Business: 
Membership event fund raiser was discussed.  
Motion by Karen Brooks, seconded by Kathy 
Frazee to collect $20 from each HCE member for 
the scholarship fund. 
 
2011 Budget was presented by Adeline Ingalls.  
Barb Cunningham and Jan Frazee will work with 
Adeline on this budget. 
 
Meeting closed with WAHCE Prayer. 
 
Installation of officers was held:   
Fran Krause and Kathy Frazee – Co-Presidents,  
Adeline Ingalls—Treasurer, 
Diane Medaglia—Program/Community 
Outreach/Cultural & Textile Arts Chair. 
 
Future meetings: 
April 21, 2011 – N. District Spring Meeting, 
Hayward Steak House 
 
May 17, 2011 – BCAHCE Recognition Meeting 
September 12-14, 2011 – State HCE Conference, 
Stoney Creek, Onalaska 
 
October 19, 2011 – N. District Fall Meeting, 
Bethany Lutheran, Siren 
 
Respectfully Submitted, Margaret Britton 
(Edited by Marilyn Kooiker) 



 
BURNETT COUNTY ASSOCIATION FOR HOME AND COMMUNITY EDUCATION        

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING  AGENDA 
 Tuesday, January 18, 2011, 10:30 am 

Government Center- Room 165 
 
 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER   Kathy Frazee, Co-President 
OPEN WITH HCE CREED 
ELECT/APPOINT RECORDER 
    APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Sept. 21, 2010 Mary Poretti, Secretary 
TREASURERS REPORT    Adeline Ingalls 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
  Historian      Carole Newman, Chair 
  International/Family Life    Amy Kopecky & Carole Newman, Co-Chairs 
  Marketing/Membership    Irene Peterson & Dorothy Wellman, Co-Chairs 
  Program/Community Outreach/ 
     Cultural & Textile Arts    Diane Medaglia, Chair 
  Scholarship     Karen Brooks, Chair 
  Wisconsin Bookworms ™   Mary Poretti, Coordinator 
  Wisconsin Bookworms ™    Karen Brooks, Finance 
 
ADDITIONAL REPORTS: 
Family Living Agent    Marilyn Kooiker 
North Dist. HCE Fall Mtg Committee  Barb Cunningham 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
ANY OTHER UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
ANY OTHER NEW BUSINESS 
 
CLOSE WITH WAHCE PRAYER 
 
FUTURE MEETINGS: 
  Executive Board, BCGC, Room 165, Siren, March 15, 2011 
  North District Spring Meeting, Hayward, Steak House, Thursday, April 21, 2011 
  BCAHCE Recognition Meeting, May 17, 2011  Location to be announced 
  2011 WAHCE Conference, September 12,13,14 – Stoney Creek, Onalaska 
  North District Fall Meeting, Siren, Bethany Lutheran Church, October 19, 2011 
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At our meeting in November, Bernadette Blakely, North District Committee 

member, had written an exercise program that all members could take part in.  The 

title is “On the Move and In the Groove.”  A few counties have already tried this 

program and liked it, so we would like to see all WAHCE counties participate in the 

program and have some fun doing it. 

1. March 1 through  May 21, 2011 

2. Decide on a destination. 

3. Record 20 minutes of any sustained exercise. 

4. Recording outcomes of the members by the secretary at the club level was very 

successful. 

5. Each club reports at the county meetings. 

6. Results are published in the newsletter. 

7. The county Family Life Chair compiles the results and forwards them to the 

District Family Life Chair. 

8. The hope is to have enough participating counties to report the results at the 

annual HCE State Conference in September. 

9. A chart is available for your use. 

10. Happy “moving days.” 



University of Wisconsin, U.S. Department of Agriculture and Wisconsin counties cooperating.  UW-Extension provides equal opportunities in employment  and programming including 

Title IX and ADA.    Requests for reasonable accommodations for disabilities or limitations should be made prior to the date of the program or activity for which it is needed.  Please do so 

as early as possible prior to the program or activity  so the proper arrangements can be made.  Requests will be kept confidential. 
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