
Memo from the Board 
 
Craft Day and the Cultural Arts Contest are 
now behind us, and once again the talents 
of our members shone brightly. The  
Cultural Arts Contest had 17 entries, with 
11 of them going to state. As there was on-
ly competition in one category . There were 
15 blue ribbons and 2 red ribbons. Those 
going to state are Marge Keho three items: 
a poem entitled, “When I was Just…”, a 
wood carved bowl, and a wood carved pen; 
Donna Tollefson’s recipe book and set of 
greeting cards (the cards were judged to go 
to state last year, but inadvertently did not 
get entered; Jo Mersnick’s alcohol ink 
painting, “Leaves and Lichen”, as well as an 
entry in the fun category, “Something 
Sparkly” category;  Pat Wermter’s a pieced 
tied quilt and a plastic canvas Fall contain-
er. Also, Marian Maki’s china plate with 
holly design and Linda Bruce’s photo, “The 
Harbor”. Thank you all for your entries. 
Start working on next year’s submissions! 
 
I hope everyone enjoyed their classes at 
Craft Day and thanks to the instructors who 
gave their time. 
 

Mission Statement for  Wisconsin 
Association for Home and  Community  
Education HCE offers opportunities for: 

 Learning in a social setting, 

 Sharing what we learn, and 

 Caring to make a difference in our  

homes, communities, and the world. 

DISPATCH ASSEMBLY 

Dispatch assembly for the June/July &  
August 2015 issues will be Merry Mates.  
Contact the UW-Extension Office at 715-
395-1363 before May 25th to arrange the 
date and time for assembly.  

Contact:  
Cheryl Shockley at  

the UW-Extension Office at  
715-395-1363 or 

cheryl.shockley@ces.uwex.edu 
 

Douglas County HCE Superior, WI 54880 

University of Wisconsin, United States Department of Agriculture and Wisconsin counties cooperating University of Wisconsin-Extension  

provides equal opportunities in employment and programming, including Title IX requirements.  requests for reasonable accommodations for disabilities or limitations should be made prior to the date of the 

program or activity for which it is needed.  Please make such requests as early as possible by contacting your UW-Extension Douglas County Office at 715-395-1363 so that proper arrangements can be made. 
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DISPATCH ARTICLES 
DUE DATE 

Dispatch articles are due the 15th of the 
month.  When emailing your articles, 
please send them as an attachment.     
  
Please mail or email them to:  
 
Cheryl Shockley,  
UW-Extension Editor 
1313 Belknap St., Room 107 
Superior, WI 54880  
715-395-1363 or  
cheryl.shockley@ces.uwex.edu  

All articles from magazines, books, etc.  
quoted in the Douglas County HCE Dispatch 
have received written copyright permission.  

This permission is on file.  
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HCE EXECUTIVE BOARD  

MEETING MINUTES 
April 2, 2015 

Superior Public Library 

Roll Call    Hilltoppers 2,   Merry Mates  1 ,  
Town & Country 4,  Advisor 

The meeting was called to order  at  1:45  p.m. 
by President Cheryl McCuskey with the Creed 

Secretary’s Report:  Jo Mersnick   The report 
was approved and placed on file. 

Correspondence: none 

Treasurer’s Report:  Bobbi Kloss -   The 
report was approved and placed on file for re-
view. 

Sunshine: Joyce Cook  -  The Sunshine 
Fund report was given. 

Dispatch:  Due April 15 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

VP-Program and Community Outreach:   

Linda Williams reported that the program sur-

vey for 2016 will be in the May Dispatch. 

International: Christa Williams – Clem-

ents   articles are very interesting and appreciat-

ed. 

Cultural and Textile Arts:  Mary Ann 

Gronquist encouraged members to put entries 

into the Cultural and Textile Arts competition.  

A judge is being selected. 

Membership/Marketing: Sue Hendrick-
son – Quilt-a- thon article and picture was in 
the Evening Telegram. More information is  
reported under the Quilt-a-thon entry. 

Scholarship: No chair – Bonnie 
Gronquist will submit Scholarship articles to 
the Dispatch, quarterly.. 

Wisconsin Bookworms™: Doing well.  
In all of  the Headstarts! 

Family Living  Educator:  A new Family 
Living Educator has been hired.  Details to  
follow. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

Quilt-a-thon:  Very nice donations from 
Hannah Johnson’s, Kelly J’s and Country 
Schoolhouse.  70 quilts were packed up and sev-
eral went home for finishing.  One volunteer 
read about the Quilt-a-thon in the Telegram and 
came from Esko to help. It was a very success-
ful day. 

Craft Day:  April 25th  Peace Lutheran 
Church 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Edible Ornamentals:  May 28th  at 1:00 
p.m. Wentworth Gardens.  Information in the 
Dispatch. 

NW District Meeting – Siren – April 23rd.  
Cheryl, Sue, Joyce, and Mary Ann plan to at-
tend. 

Meeting closed with the HCE Prayer at 
2:45 p.m. 

Minutes submitted for approval by  
Rosie Perala and transcribed by Jo Mersnick 
  

 

  



 
DISPATCH Page 3 MAY 2015  

Hello HCE members! 

My name is Araceli Whitwam-Sell, and as your new Douglas County Family Living Educator I consider it a privi-

lege to align with you through UW-Extension Family Living Programs to bring quality educational programming 

to your members and our community. I’m excited to announce that I moved into beautiful Superior a little under 

two weeks ago. Each day I meet kind individuals enthusiastic to share their interest and thoughts on bettering 

Douglas County for children, families and the community. I applaud HCE members for the invaluable service 

they provide to their members and community. I ask for your patience as I strive to guide and advise you. Please 

note that I have a 75% appointment and foresee my schedule as follows: Monday through Wednesday 8:00 to 

4:30, Thursday 8:00 to 2:00 and out of the office on Friday’s.  

A Little Bit about Myself 

I grew up about an hour North of San Diego, California. My marriage to a Wisconsinite is largely responsible for a 

beautiful but trying season of life spent on a dairy farm in Augusta, Wisconsin. I still recall standing before a very 

large and indignant looking cow and wondering - You want me to do what to that cow? But I don’t even know its name! 

Yes, I do have an amusing sense of humor. Ten years later, I moved to Eau Claire, where I raised my three chil-

dren. 

I love to spend time outdoors enjoying the wonder of nature and I find great joy in being a lifelong learner. As an 

example, I embarked on the path towards higher education. It took me six years, but I gained a Bachelor of Arts 

Degree in Latin American Studies with a topical minor in Advocacy for Women of Marginalized Cultures from 

UW-Eau Claire and a Masters in Social Work from the University of Michigan. Additionally, it offered me the op-

portunity to study as an  intern and serve in Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Chile and Japan. It is through the 

time I spent abroad that I came to truly understand that although the color of ones skin, language,  

culture and beliefs may differ, we all desire and need many of the same things such as having our basic needs met, 

to be loved as well as to extend love, to feel the respect of others, to have a sense of belonging and to always have 

the hope of a better life and self. I am passionate about anything and everything that strengthens and readies 

women and their families to attain their  

desired goals, which inevitably leads to a healthier community.  I look forward to collaborating with HCE. I’d love 

to hear from you. 

 

Araceli Whitwam-Sell 
Family Living Educator 

University of Wisconsin-Extension 

715-395-1426 

araceli.whitwamsell@ces.uwex.edu 

mailto:araceli.whitwamsell@ces.uwex.edu
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International: Taj Mahal 
One of the Seven Wonders of the World is the Taj Mahal.  It was built by Emperor Shah Jahan as a tribute 
and of his love for his wife Mumtaz Mahal.  The Emperor met Mumtaz Mahal when he was 14 years old and 
fell in love.  Five years later in 1612 the two were married.   Mumtaz Mahal died in 1631 while giving birth 
to the couple’s 14th child.  Shah Jahan was very wealthy and is reflected in the materials and construction of 
the Taj Mahal. 
Construction on the building started in 1631 and was finished in 1653.  The Taj Mahal used the services of 
22,000 labors and 1,000 elephants.  The monument is constructed entirely out of white marble which was 
brought in from central Asia and all of India.   Its vastness and craftsmanship is said to mesmerize visitors.  
The Taj Mahal’s official website** states that a group of 37 specialists such as sculptors, engravers, calligra-
phers, inlayers, masons and stone layers worked with the laborers.  “The Taj Mahal’s familiar marble domes 
are framed by four minarets from which Muslims are called to prayer. Each is designed with a slight out-
ward lean, presumably to protect the main mausoleum in case one of them should collapse.” *   These min-
arets are inscribed with the Holy Verses. 
Intricate marble designs in the floors and inlayed florals of precious and semi-precious gems on walls and 
ceilings smoothed and polished decorate the interior of the Taj Mahal.   The color of the Taj (as it is referred 
to today) changes with the time of day and seasons. 
 
The surrounding gardens and pools are serene areas of beauty which were also constructed at the time of 
the building of the Taj Mahal. 
 
The cost at completion was 32 million rupees, which is equivalent to $516,529 dollars using today’s ex-
change rate.  Currently $1.00 equals 62 rupees.  
 
Shortly after completion of the Taj Mahal, the Emperor Shah Jahan was removed from office by his own 
son, Aurangzeb.   The Emperor Shah Jahan died in 1666 and is entombed in the mausoleum along with his 
wife.   
 
The building was restored in 1908 to bring the building back to its original beauty that was lost during the 
Indian rebellion of 1857.  The Taj Mahal is located in the City of Agra in the Indian State of Utter Pradesh, 
North central India.  Approximately seven to eight million people visit this site every year coming from 
around the globe.  
 
Submitted by: Christa Williams-Clements  
References: http://www.tajmahal.org.uk/history.html  
*http://travel.nationalgeographic.com/travel/world-
heritage/taj-mahal/    http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Taj_Mahal#/media/File:Taj_Mahal_(Edited).jpeg 
**http://tajmahal.gov.in 
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FROM THE DESK OF SUE HENDRICKSON 

Over 70 quilts were bagged by the end of Quiltathon 2015 and many were taken home to be finished 

by our busy volunteers; thanks to all who donated, tied, sewed and helped set up and take down—especially 

the Hilltoppers. Please shop at the stores of our generous donors and thank them for their community support: 

Mariner Retail and Business Center (Mall), The Country Schoolhouse, Fabric Works, Walmart,  Super One, 

and Guadalajara of Superior; The Little Gift House, Solon Springs; and Kelly J’s Sewing Center and Hanna 

Johnson Fabrics of Duluth. A special thank you to Illie Markon for the cute quilts and quilt tops she donated; 

we have a good start on Quiltathon 2016! 

 

...AND THE WINNER IS...Linda Aho of South Range! Drawing for the queen-sized quilt was held 4/25 at 
Craft Day. Thanks to all for generously supporting the quilt fundraiser. Bobbi will have a report at the next 
HCE Board meeting with total raised in this great effort. Thanks again!--Sue Hendrickson, Hilltoppers 
Quiltathon Committee 

 

 
 

Just thought it might be time to remind folks about how our Pennies for Friendship are 
used:  
Every penny counts in our "Pennies for Friendship" campaign as funds help increase world-
wide education and cultural understanding. "Pennies for Friendship" is a worldwide plan by 
which individuals may take an active part in the work of Associated Country women of the 
World by contributing coins or currency. Funds collected contribute to supporting  Associated 
Country Women of the World project funds, such as Water for All Fund - which supports wa-
ter projects to improve health and hygiene and   Women Feed the World- which supports 
food-growing projects. The roots of the "Pennies for Friendship" collection date back to 1939 
when women members of ACWW were asked to donate the smallest coin of their country to 
continue the organization’s work on behalf of rural women. Today, the collection supports a 
variety of functions, including links to the United Nations, conferences and the organization’s 
national publication, the Countrywoman. To learn more about ACWW surf to (http://
www.acww.org.uk/acww-the-countrywoman.html). 

Submitted by, Sue Hendrickson 

http://www.acww.org.uk/acww-the-countrywoman.html)
http://www.acww.org.uk/acww-the-countrywoman.html)
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Program Survey 2015 
We met.  We brainstormed.  We came up with a variety of program suggestions for next year.  
Please review the Program Survey for 2016 elsewhere in this Dispatch and return it to me by 
June 1st.  From the survey results we will plan next year’s calendar of activities and events. 
 
Thank you, especially to Sue who brought a treasure trove of ideas gleaned from various 
sources. 

Linda Williams,  
VP Programming and Community Outreach  

 
Craft Day 2015 

 
Craft Day 2015 is now a part of our wonderful memories!  Thirty women braved the bright 
beautiful spring day (remember the past couple of years with all the snow?) to attend the 
festivities!  We had four workshops in the morning and five workshops in the after-
noon.  Women walked out of the festivities with fold greeting cards, bracelets, painted sun-
catchers, ceramic masks, lighted stemware, quilted placemats and poetry, all in creative craft 
containers!  We have women from Douglas and Bayfield County HCE, along with at least five 
non-members.   
 
In addition to all the projects that the women went home with, they also took away many 
ideas for more projects, either from talking to other participants or viewing the Cultural Arts 
contest.  The items presented in the contest were absolutely breathtaking!  
The book sale went well, we brought in enough money to purchase one set of books for the 
Wisconsin Bookworm program. 
 
The quilt raffle culminated with the drawing, and Linda Aho winning the beautiful quilt made 
by Marge Keho.   Other items were donated, including a quilt, to raise additional funds.   
I would like to thank the Town & Country club for coordinating and hosting the day.   Thank 
you to all HCE members who participated and provided their expertise, whether it be crafting 
or cooking!   
 
Well, now that the 2015 Craft Day is in the past, planning for the 2016 Craft Day is already 
underway with two sessions already booked!    

Donna Bergsten,  
Town & Country 



 

 
                  

 

May    

May 7  12:30pm   Board Meeting   Library    

   President       

 

May 25    Courthouse Closed Memorial Day  

 

May 28  1:00pm   Edible Ornamentals  Wentworth Greenhouses 

                                                                                       Maple, WI  

Douglas County UWEX 

1313 Belknap Street 

Courthouse Room 107 

Superior, WI  54880 

We’re on the web! Be sure to visit the Douglas County Family  

Living website at: http://douglas.uwex.edu/flp/  and click on 

Douglas County Home and  

Community Education (HCE),  

then click on the Dispatch Newsletter link.   
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