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GGMGVA MEETING MINUTES  
 Glacial Gardeners’ Minutes 

May 9, 2017 
 

   GG members met at 5:00 p.m. to 
SPRING-CLEAN the upper and low-
er Natural Resource Center Gardens. 
   We are so thankful for Rick who 
came with his special tools including a 
saws-all and divided the huge, over-
grown cup plant into several managea-
ble sections.  He even broke one of 
his tools in the process.    
   All the invasive Johnny Jump-Ups 
were removed and the upper garden 
was generously Preened to help with 
weed control.  Both upper and lower 
gardens are cleaned and looking much 
better.           
   Chair-person Fleurette called the 
meeting to order in the Natural Re-
source Center Curry Room at 6:25 
p.m. with the following members in 
ATTENDANCE:   Sharon,  Nancy,  

June 2017 

Definite difference in looking out the window this morning as opposed to last month.  

Plants everywhere!  No snow!  My perfect weather would be 75 degrees with rain twice a 

week, so this 60 degrees (if we’re lucky) with rain twice a day can stop anytime now.   I’ve 

had to take advantage of the rainless moments to get outside and dig plants for the plant 

sale and start some work on my own gardens.  And when it rains I’ve been making labels 

and signs for the plant sale, sending publicity, posting publicity, calling it in.  We had two 

digs for perennials and we look in really good shape for the big event! Many thanks to 

those who came out to dig, who potted up later.   I sometimes think Plant Sale Week for us 

is busier than Christmas for Santa.  We really have to give Nancy a HUGE thank you for all 

the work she has done in taking over as chair.   

On another front, we had some setbacks with the Gazebo Garden being finished but Lois 

Ann and Holly have put on their superwomen capes and taken the reins.  The new arbor 

will be installed soon and the signs are about ready to be placed.  Work is being organized 

for the watering system and the garden itself is looking great.  That fernleaf peony was  

Continued on page 3 

NEXT  

MEETING 

TUESDAY 

June 13 

6:00pm 

(bring goodies 

for Trainees) 

TO DO LIST:  

-Get ready for the plant sale 

-LABEL all plants and put 

your initials on the back of 

the label. 

-Plant Sale set-up:   

   Thursday, May 25   1-3pm? 

   Friday, May 26       2-6pm?  

   Saturday, May 27  

  7:30am-1pm?  

-SELLPLANTS!    

Jan, Jean, Katy, Lori, Karen and Fleu-
rette. 
   Katy moved, Jean supported and 
motion carried to accept Secretary 
Karen’s APRIL MINUTES 
as published in the GGs’ Grapevine. 
   Those who are due “funny money” 
for bringing in their up-to-date VOL-
UNTEER HOURS were Sharon,  
Nancy, Jan, Jean and Fleurette. 
   Sharon moved, Jan supported and 
motion carried to accept Treasurer 
Nancy’s report of APRIL ACCOUNT 
BALANCES. 
 
UWEX Report – none 
WIMGA Report – none 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
EDUCATION - Beechwood:  Sharon 
reported she and Fleurette had a 
good day at the Beechwood Historical  

(continued on page 3) 

Fleurette’s Chat 



Page 2 HOURS TO BE COUNTED—FOR  APRIL 

 Support Services for attending meeting + driving time. 

 Hours spent on digging up plants at gardens + driving time. 

 Hours spent on getting plants ready for the plant sale. 

 Hours spent at the plant sale…. 

Tips for a Successful Vegetable Garden 

If you are like many vegetable gardeners, you have transplants growing in your basement uSeven nder artificial lights and are 

chomping at the bit to get those plants out into your garden.  Before you do that, here are a few things to think about to make 

your summer vegetable garden more successful. 

 

Finish any last minute garden clean up. 

If you have leftover vegetable plant debris in your garden, remove it now.  These leftovers are where disease-causing fungi and 

bacteria overwinter and they can serve as a source of pathogens that can infect your new garden plants.  Burn (where allowed), 

deep bury or hot compost these materials. 

 

Clean other gardening items.  

Disease-causing organisms can survive the winter on gardening tools, stakes and cages.  These items should be decontaminated 

before using them again: 

1. Remove any clinging soil or plant debris. 

2. Use 70% alcohol (e.g., rubbing alcohol, spray disinfectants) or 10% bleach to complete the process. 

3. Treat metal items with alcohol, either dipping them for 30 seconds or spraying them until they drip and allowing them to air 

dry. 

4. For non-metal items, soak in bleach for 20-30 minutes, then rinse thoroughly to remove bleach residues.  Tip:  Be sure to 

wear old clothes, rubber gloves and eye protection when working with bleach. 

 

Invest in a soaker or drip hose.   

If you use a sprinkler to water, you are getting leaves wet and this provides an environment that is perfect to get diseases start-

ed.  Soaker and drip hoses keep water off of leaves and apply it into the soil where it is most useful. 

 

Map out your garden. 

One way to reduce disease problems is to make sure you move vegetables around in your garden each year.  This is called rota-

tion and helps prevent buildup of disease-causing organisms in the soil.  For details on how to use rotation most effectively, check 

out the University of Wisconsin Garden Facts fact sheet “Using Crop Rotation in the Home Vegetable Garden.”  Each year make a 

map of where you have specific vegetables and keep these maps so that you know where to rotate your vegetables each year. 

 

Keep a journal. 

 Write down observations of what goes on in your garden and when. 

 When did you plant? 

 When did seedlings emerge? 

 When did plants bloom? 

 When did they set fruit?  When did you harvest? 

 Did you see particular diseases or insect pests? 

 When did they start? 

All of this sort of information can be helpful in planning your garden in the 

future.  After several years, you will also get a sense of what disease and 

insect problems are common and when they typically arrive.  Armed with 

this information, you can more efficiently and effectively develop  management strategies. 

 

Enjoy growing the old standards that you love, but also do not be afraid to try new (and what may seem like exotic) vegetables.  

Trying new things keeps gardening fresh and exciting, and exposes you to new flavors and cuisines. 

 

Have fun! 

That’s what gardening should be all about. 

 

Additional Resources 

To learn more about plant diseases and their management, explore the Plant Disease Diagnostics Clinic (PDDC) website 

(https://pddc.wisc.edu/) or follow the PDDC on Facebook and Twitter @UWPDDC. 
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Society Garden Seminar recently when they did a presentation on molds, diseases, fungus and pruning perennials. There 
were three speakers, a good crowd and it was fun. 
 
BEAUTIFICATION – Gazebo Garden:  Fleurette reported the arbor is almost done for this year.  The kiosk and picnic 
table will be started in the Fall.  Work will be done on the Gazebo Garden after the Spring Plant Sale. 
 
SCHOLARSHIP – Fleurette reported five applications have been received.  She made a list of all scholarship winners to 
date.  Nancy moved, Lori supported and motion carried to accept the Scholarshiip committee’s recommendations and 
award scholarships in memory of Inga Fleming as follows: 
     Jovanna Erickson, Iron Mountain (wildlife ecology) UW-Stevens Point  $1,000 
     Lance Davis, Florence (biology) UW-Stevens Point  $1,000 
     Spencer Davis, Florence (Fisheries/water resources) UW-Stevens Point  $500 
     Abigail Riemer, North Dickinson (Wildlife management) NMU  $500 
 
HIGHWAY CLEAN-UP – There were four workers who cleaned up seven bags of trash including two hub caps and two 
woodticks. 
 
FUNDRAISING – Nancy reported we don’t have to pay rent to use the pavilion by the Community Center. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
PLANT SALE – Posters and signs were distributed.  Signs should be out by May 15th.  A sheet was passed around for 
members to sign up for Plant Sale positions and times.  Fleurette reviewed invasive plants which should not be brought to 
the Plant Sale and passed around Common Terrestrial Invasive Plants in WI and another sheet of Regulated Terrestrial 
Invasive Plants in WI.         
   Sharon will make coffee.  Larry will make chili.  Katy will pick up donuts and will also bring fruit.  Blank labels were 
available for everyone.  There are different labels for flowers and vegetables.  We are reminded to put our initials on 
the back of our labels. 
 
DIGS -  Volunteers will meet at Shelly’s after 1:00 p.m., Friday, May 12th with shovels and containers. 
 
LAKEWOOD TOUR – July 25:  8:30 at Hillcrest, 9:00 at Tom’s, 10:30 at Sharon’s, 12:15 at Maxell’s, 1:30 at the Spread 
Eagle Garden Center and 2:45 at Jean’s. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
The CHIT CHAT sheet was passed around for members to sign up. 
 
All members are encouraged to bring appetizers for our JUNE 13 meeting/mixer with the current MG training class.  
Katy will bring cookies and Sharon will bring a cake. 
 
Nothing definite is planned at this time for our JULY 11 meeting.  We’re hoping to arrange for a garden tour. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Katy announced three WORKSHOPS to be held at the Menominee Fishing Museum as follows: 
     June 17  1:30 – 4:00  Toad houses  $15 pre-registration 
     July 15    1:30 – 4:00  Plate flowers/totems  $10 pre-registration 
     August 12   1:30 – 4:00  Clay pot lighthouses  $20 pre-registration 
     September 3   noon – 4:00   Ice Cream Social  
 
Jean announced the Green Bay Botanical Gardens GARDEN FAIR to be held June 2, 5:00-8:00, June 3, 8:00-4:00, and 
June 4, 10:00-3:00.  There will be vendors, crafts, food and a garden tour.  
 
Sharon moved, Lori supported and motion carried to ADJOURN at 8:00 p.m.   

Fleurette’s chat continued…. 

starting to bloom a week ago!  Let Holly or Lois Ann know if you have some time to help them out 

with either maintaining the garden or helping with construction!  We still need to be thinking about 

gardens to visit for the July meeting.  We have volunteers for the June and July chitchats, will need 

August and September filled.   

Hope all your plants return!    Fleurette 

 



 Lessons from the Garden: Guided Home 

by gardensnipsby OCMGA Master Gardener Tammy Borden 

Migration is a mysterious thing. For us humans, it's somewhat easier to explain our tendency to want to venture away 

from the familiar. But what about those birds? Surely they are the masters of migration. Not all birds migrate: cardi-

nals, woodpeckers, nuthatches, chickadees, goldfinches and blue jays are examples. Scientists aren't quite sure why 

birds migrate, and how they migrate is almost as much a mystery too. For example, I have bluebirds in my yard each 

year. As I've done some research on bluebirds, I've learned that it's very common for a family of birds to return to the 

exact same nesting box year after year. This is despite migrating hundreds of miles to get there. However, several 

birds that we see each summer travel much farther than bluebirds, which spend their winters in southern US states. 

Consider the Ruby Throated Hummingbird. It weighs the equivalent of a nickel, yet it flies thousands of miles from 

Central and South America, across the Gulf of Mexico, and as far north as Canada. The Baltimore Oriole, Rose Breast-

ed Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting and many warblers also come as far. Like bluebirds, they will often return to the same 

neighborhood each year. Think about it; there's no mini GPS units strapped to their backs telling them to turn left in X 

mile, at which time they'll arrive at their destination of the little brown ranch house on the edge of the woods. It's a 

mystery. Something draws them home. Something compels them to keep going, to not be persuaded to go off course, 

despite the storms and blowing winds. It's as if they are fixed like a laser beam on their final destination. They are not 

influenced, swayed or convinced to follow a different path. There is an unseen force guiding them and they know 

where they belong. 

Oh, how I wish I were as compelled. I confess that I often begin many journeys of life with my eyes fixed on the prize 

and determined to follow the right path. It may be something as simple as a commitment to exercise, or something of 

a more serious matter like a promise from the heart. I sincerely long to make the right choices, but as storms come 

and the winds of life blow, I'm often discouraged to give up or settle for less than the goal, less than home. Tempta-

tions and tangents can easily come. I've made many mistakes in my life, and through them I've learned, quite honest-

ly, that left to myself I can be led astray and settle for less than what I know was intended for my life. I can't navigate 

life... by myself. My depth of sincerity isn't enough. My will power isn't enough. Even my best isn't enough ... by myself. I  

long to be like the bluebird who returns to my yard each spring, guided by an unseen force, a force greater than my 

flawed self. My heart treasures those times, when taking the right path is an effortless journey, one where I'm guided 

by that unseen force to where I belong. Left to my own defenses, my own efforts, and my own limited wisdom, I'd never 

find home. I'm so thankful that in the end, it's really not up to me to get there, and that I can rely on a mysterious pow-

er and strength greater than my own to guide me home. 

Tammy is a regular contributor to our quarterly member newsletter, and her articles will now be a monthly addition to 

our blog. 

gardensnips | April 28, 2017 at 6:33 am  

Submitted by Katy Coppock 
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Editors Note:  

I got to talk to Katy C. for a very brief moment at the plant sale.  She said it was a bittersweet time for her because she was moving and this 

may be the last time she is at one of our plant sales as a worker.  I was momentarily stunned even though I knew this was coming, and then 

we went our ways to continue what we were doing at such a busy time.   

Later I got to thinking about: how do we say goodbye? How do you say goodbye to someone who has always 

played such a huge role in the Glacial Gardeners? All of her hours and hours of volunteer time, cheerfully done.  

How do we say goodbye to someone who made us laugh at meetings in her quiet way? How do we say goodbye 

to her sage advice on what this plant is or that, or how it grows.  How do we say goodbye to her quiet sugges-

tions and how we should handle a situation? How do we say goodbye to her bobbing earrings and her bright 

white hair without a tear in our eyes? And how do we say good-bye to Rick who was always there with a helping 

hand?  

I know we will see her from time to time, I know she will still be active in any way she can.  She will be a wonder-

ful asset to the Northern Lights in Marinette County and we will hear from her often.  But, still, we shall miss her 

and I’m sure we all send her wishes for the best ….. And maybe she’ll even miss us a little.   

Good-bye, Katy—you will be missed.  Kath 
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It is Fresh Fruit & Vegetable Month.  Here is a Fruit Salad  and a Vegetable 
Salad Recipe from The Pioneer Woman Blog 
 
Yummy Fruit Salad 
1 cup Sugar 
1 cup Water 
Juice Of 1 Orange 
Zest Of 1 Orange 
2  Teaspoons Vanilla Extract 
4 pints Strawberries, Hulled And Halved 
2 pints Blueberries 
2 cups Red Grapes, Halved 
2 cups Green Grapes, Halved 
Mint Leaves 
 
Place the sugar, water, orange juice and orange zest into a small saucepan and stir to combine. Bring to 
a boil, then turn the heat to low and simmer for 15-20 to thicken slightly. Set aside to cool, then store in 
the fridge until cold.  
 
Mix together all the fruit in a large bowl and pour the syrup over the top, tossing gently. Garnish with mint 
leaves and serve.  
 
Yummy Vegetable Salad 
 
2 large tomatoesYummy Fruit Salad 
 
½ red onion 
2 cloves garlic 
1 cup basil, picked 
½ cup cilantro, picked 
½ cup parsley, picked 
2 tablespoons white wine vinegar 
½ teaspoon sea salt 
1 baguette 
2 cloves garlic 
2 tablespoons olive oil 
½ teaspoon sea salt 
½ teaspoon black pepper 
3 heirloom tomatoes, (the more colorful the better!) 
1 cup cherry heirloom tomatoes 
1 cup arugula 
½ cup small basil leaves 
 
Tomato Water: cut the large tomatoes into quarters and add to a blender. Slice the red onion thinly and 
set half of the slices aside and add the other half to the blender. Add the 1 cup basil, cilantro, and pars-
ley to the blender along with the vinegar and ½ teaspoon of salt and puree the mixture for several 
minutes. 
 
Place a piece of cheesecloth over a fine mesh strainer and set it over a bowl. Pour the mixture into a 
mesh strainer and press it through until all of the liquid is extracted. Set the bowl of tomato water aside. 
 
Preheat the oven to 325 degrees F. Cut the baguette lengthwise and drizzle all sides with olive oil. Then 
rub the baguette on all sides with garlic. Cut the baguette into cubes and place it into a baking dish. Add 
a sprinkle of salt and pepper and toss. Bake for 20 minutes then remove from the oven to let cool. 
 
Slice the heirloom and cherry tomatoes into bite sized pieces. In shallow bowls, combine ½ cup of toma-
to water with tomatoes, arugula and ½ cup small basil leaves. Drizzle with olive oil and add a few crou-
tons just before serving. Enjoy! 

RECIPES 



Sure, winter is a prime time for feeding birds—natural 

foods are less abundant and cold weather makes win-

dowside birding that much more inviting. But birds flock 

to feeders in summer, too—especially in midsummer, af-

ter they’ve fledged a brood from their nest and they’ve 

got new mouths to feed. 

 

Here are some tips for creating a summertime backyard 

buffet that might bring a few new faces to your feeders. 

 

NECTAR FOR  
HUMMINGBIRDS 
Attracting hummingbirds to your yard can be 

as easy as hanging a hummingbird feeder 

and filling it with a sugar water solution (1/4 

cup sugar per cup of water). There’s no reason to add 

food coloring to turn the water red; you’re providing a 

substitute for flower nectar, which is clear. Don’t locate 

the feeder in direct sun, as the sugar water will spoil rap-

idly. In the shade your sugar water should last two or 

three days, except for very hot days, in which case it’s 

wise to change your hummingbird feeder water daily. 

Because mold readily grows in sugar water and can at-

tach to feeders, make sure to take the feeder apart when 

cleaning. To clean your feeder, take it apart and use a 

dishwasher on a hot setting or hand wash either with 

soap and boiling water or with a dilute bleach solution 

(no more than 1 part bleach to 9 parts water), and rinse 

thoroughly. 

 

Why are hummingbird feeders red? It’s not because 

hummingbirds are inherently attracted to the color red, 

because these peripatetic featherweights feed on flowers 

of many colors: white, purple, yellow, red, even ultraviolet 

colors that we can’t see. But the key here lies in the eye-

sight of nectar-feeding insects, not hummingbirds. Bees, 

wasps, and butterflies are better at locating pale-colored 

flowers than red flowers. In nature, red flowers tend to 

have more nectar in them, because they aren’t being vis-

ited as often by insects. So hummingbirds are indeed 

attracted to red, not because they can see it better, but 

because they have learned from experience that red flow-

ers tend to have more nectar than flowers of other colors. 

 
SUNFLOWER SEEDS FOR 
GROSBEAKS 
Grosbeaks are one of the best reasons to 

keep your seed feeders stocked in summer. 

The males are handsome, decked out in 

black-and-white formal wear with a pop of color (a red 

chest patch for Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, warm cinna-

mon–orange bodies for Black-headed Grosbeaks). Fe-

males of both species are drab mottled brown and may 

be confused with finches or sparrows. Grosbeaks are 

seed-eating machines. They’ll eat millet but their favorite 

is good ol’ black-oil sunflower seeds. 

 

Why are grosbeak beaks so big? The better to eat large 

seeds with, my dear. Grosbeaks are one of the classic 

birds with beaks that indicate what they eat—big, sturdy 

beaks are best for crushing seed hulls. Those beaks are 

also mighty good at crushing insects and grasshoppers, 

another primary food source. A female grosbeak’s big 

beak is the first clue that you’re not looking at a finch or a 

sparrow, both of which have decidedly more petite beaks. 
 

MEALWORMS FOR 
BLUEBIRDS 
Many people entice bluebirds to take up 

residence on their property by putting up 

nest boxes (also called birdhouses). If 

you have bluebirds in your neighbor-

hood, you can get an up-close look at them by setting a 

few mealworms out on your platform feeder. Bluebirds 

are insectivores, and an offering of a few mealworms—

alive or dried—is a protein boost that’s hard to resist, es-

pecially during the energy-intensive breeding season. 

 

What to do with leftover fishing bait? If you fish with wax 

worms, set them out for bluebirds. Mealworms and wax 

worms are interchangeable for bluebirds, and some folks 

even say bluebirds will pick through a pile of mealworms 

to eat the wax worms first. 

 
SAFETY TIPS FOR  
FEEDING BIRDS SEED IN 
THE SUMMER 

Dr. David Bonter has been studying feeder 

birds at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology for over a decade. 

In the course of his research, he fills and maintains more 

than a dozen bird feeders around Ithaca, New York. Here 

are his tips for safe bird feeding in summer. 

 

 Keep your seed dry. Hot, humid summer weather 

creates the potential for mold. “Some molds produce the 

byproduct aflatoxin, which is fatal to birds,” Bonter says. 

He suggests filling feeders halfway in summer and refill-
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ing frequently, instead of packing feeders full so the seed sits for long periods. If you find mold on your seed, get rid 

of it. 

 

 Move feeders occasionally. Concentrations of seed hulls and bird droppings under a feeder can lead to out-

breaks of salmonellosis, a bacterial sickness that can affect birds (and people). Move feeders around the yard and 

don’t allow waste to build up in one area. 

 

 Put suet in the shade. Some packaged suet comes in no-melt varieties, but even these can spoil or become soft 

and foul a bird’s feathers in high heat. Keep suet in cool places. Or, switch to a hummingbird feeder in summer 

 

 Clean your feeders regularly. Washing feeders roughly every two weeks will keep your feeders both attractive 

and healthy for your guests. To clean your feeder, take it apart and use a dishwasher on a hot setting or hand wash 

either with soap and boiling water or with a dilute bleach solution (no more than 1 part bleach to 9 parts water). 

Rinse thoroughly and allow to dry before refilling. 

 

Be bear aware. Black bear populations are on the rise in much of North America, and the big bruins will absolutely go after your 

seed stockpiles. Please be aware of potential bear problems in your area and if necessary, take your feeders down during summer 

to avoid unexpected bear visits. 

 

From Cornell Lab of Ornithology 
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What is the difference between a farm 

and a garden?? 

 

A farm is a business that needs 

to show a Return of Investment.   

 

A garden is a place 

where I spend money to      

restore my sanity.  



University of Wisconsin 

Cooperative Extension Office 

5628 Forestry Drive 

Florence, WI  54121 

Glacial Gardeners 

Master Gardener 

Volunteer Association 

 

www.wimastergardener.org/?q=glacial 

glacial.gardeners@gmail.com 

 
WHAT’S HAPPENING 

JULY 
 
13 Glacial Gardener’s MGV meeting 6pm. Florence Re-
source Center, lower level.  
 
25  LAKEWOOD GARDEN TOUR  
Tom Beck’s & Sharon Chick’s gardens, Maxcells for 
lunch and Jean Gardner’s garden.  
 
AUGUST 
 
8  Glacial Gardener’s MGV meeting 6pm. 
Florence Resource Center, lower level.  


