WACEC 2010 Presentation: The Triple Bottom Line


Pros of LEED Certification

Over the life-span of a typical building, the construction cost represents 20% and the operating cost represents 80% of the total cost.  A LEED building can help control the 80% operating cost of the building. 

Workers are more productive in LEED buildings.  Increase is worth $600-$700/year per worker in standard and Silver levels.  $1000/year in Gold and Platinum certification levels.  Less sick days.  LEED certified buildings are a benefit to recruit workers.

Recovery Act: $6.3 billion in grants to cities, counties, and states to increase energy conservation.  

6% Increase in rental rate of LEED certified buildings.
16% Increase in selling price of LEED certified buildings.
2010 Federal Budget proposes that all Green House Gas emission credits be auctioned off, creating an $80 billion/year market in the U.S.  Emission savings over ‘business as usual’ would be a source of credits to auction.  Third party auditor (LEED, for example) would be required.

Current world carbon market: $64 billion/year.
Cons of LEED Certification

The added cost for LEED monitoring and certification.
Can add time to planning and construction.
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