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STEAM 

The monthly newsletter of the Green Lake Area Sustainability Team* 

For July and August, 2011 

Compiled by Jason Kauffeld, Green Lake County UWEX 

 

Next meeting is Tuesday, October 4 at 6:30pm at the Thrasher Opera House in Green 

Lake and is open to all.  Details below under Top Stories. We look forward to your 

participation! 

 

TOP STORIES / RECOMMENDED SITES 
 

Please join the Green Lake County UWEX and the Green Lake County Energy 

Independence Commission for a FREE evening presentation and community discussion 

on ways to build resilient and energy independent lives, workplaces and communities 

featuring author Margaret Swedish.   

 

Margaret’s presentation “Global Market & Earth’s Limits” explores how our global 

production and human consumption have reached levels far beyond the earth’s 

biocapacity. She asks “how do we avoid collapse and move towards a new 

sustainable and resilient way of life?”  Margaret is the author of Living Beyond the ‘End 

of the World': A Spirituality of Hope that explores the converging trends of ecological 

crises and the non-sustainability of the U.S. way of life while offering a spirituality for living 

beyond the ‘end of the world.’  

 

Time: 6:30pm, Tuesday, October 4. 

Location: Thrasher Opera House, 506 Mill Street, Green Lake, WI. 

 

A National and Regional Green Jobs Assessment.  Sizing the Clean Economy: A 

National and Regional Green Jobs Assessment Growth through Innovation, 

Environment, Cities, Competitiveness, Jobs and the Economy. 

 

Preparing for water-related impacts of climage change in America's cities.  Natural 

Resources Defense Council. 

 

Map of renewable energy projects in Wisconsin. 

 

Map of renewable energy installations in Wisconsin by county. 

 

http://www.brookings.edu/reports/2011/0713_clean_economy.aspx
http://www.nrdc.org/water/thirstyforanswers.asp
http://www.renewwisconsin.org/data/projectswimap.html
http://www.renewwisconsin.org/data/installcountywimap.html
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FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

OnGreen connects entrepreneurs, government agencies, researchers, academic 

experts, and investors from around the world to bring the best clean technologies to 

market using funding and technology commercialization tools provided through a 

unique online platform.  

  

PolicyLink has created a guide to help Sustainable Communities grant applicants. 

 

BUILDINGS 
 

Library incorporates green infrastructure.  Library Journal.com 

 

Desire for efficiency fuels renewed interest in green buildings.  Insight. 

 

BUSINESS and EMPLOYMENT 
 

Rob Hopkins talks about localization. 

 

Green is the new gold for Wisconsin manufacturers | submitted by Buckley Brinkman 

Sustainability is becoming an essential strategy for today's manufacturers. A vortex of 

customer demand, increased regulation, and rising energy and raw material costs is 

driving sustainability deep into the consciousness of manufacturers and their suppliers. 

Not since the advent of lean manufacturing have we seen a business strategy so far-

reaching and transformational. Full Story>> 

 

New Sustainable Management bachelor's degree helps managers master the triple 

bottom line, Duluthian, July/August 2011. 

The trend in business today is toward leaner and greener. 

Breakthrough Fuel helps companies save money. 

 

Start-up hopes to grow clean-tech niche, Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, Aug. 21. 

A Hartland developer of insulation-embedded wall and floor frames for the 

construction industry is a finalist in a Midwest clean-tech competition.  

 

ENERGY 
 

http://www.ongreen.com/
http://www.policylink.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=lkIXLbMNJrE&b=5136581&ct=10916727&msource=2011SCIguide&tr=y&auid=8670859
http://www.libraryjournal.com/lj/ljinprintcurrentissue/890142-403/sammamish_library__l_.html.csp
http://www.insightonbusiness.com/ArticleText.aspx?articleId=650&magzId=1
http://www.transitionnetwork.org/blogs/rob-hopkins/2011-02-14/interview-michael-shuman-if-we-re-serious-about-localisation-all-us
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=41273893&msgid=285073&act=Q75V&c=707320&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ibmadison.com%2Fopenmic%3Fid%3D1033
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=41273893&msgid=285073&act=Q75V&c=707320&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ibmadison.com%2Fopenmic%3Fid%3D1033
http://viewer.zmags.com/publication/c57bc8f9#/c57bc8f9/40New
http://viewer.zmags.com/publication/c57bc8f9#/c57bc8f9/40New
http://www.insightonbusiness.com/ArticleText.aspx?articleId=653
http://www.jsonline.com/business/128158328.html
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UW-Madison wins most research nuclear DOE grants, Blog, Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, 

Aug. 9. The University of Wisconsin-Madison has been awarded $5.6 million for five 

research projects for nuclear reactor technology... 

 

Wisconsin firms receive $6 million in grants to advance fuel-saving technologies, 

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, Aug. 10. 

...The Madison research involves the Engine Research Center at the University of 

Wisconsin-Madison as well as Caterpillar Inc. and the Oak Ridge National Laboratory in 

Tennessee, said Rolf Reitz, a partner in the consulting firm and UW professor of 

mechanical engineering... 

 

Hydrokinetics - renewable energy from water.  Huffington Post. 

 

Living, learning lab, Biomass Magazine, July 28. 

It's the first of its kind on this side of the globe; an opportunity to train university students 

for renewable energy careers; and a potentially lucrative source for scholarship funds.  

 

State's political climate endangers forward-thinking energy policies 

Prehistoric life forms may have been contributors to our current fossil fuel-based 

economy, but prehistoric thinking has no place in our modern deliberations about 

energy policy. 

 

Harnessing the sun: UWO reaping savings through solar energy installations, Oshkosh 

Northwestern, Aug. 24. 

One-hundred-twenty solar thermal panels installed on the roofs of four campus 

buildings collectively make up the largest solar thermal system in the state... 

 

ENVIRONMENT 
 

Antarctica's ice less stable than Greenland's; New study predicts 'scary' collapse 

anytime, International Business Times, July 29. 

Melting ice sheets of Greenland have been a cause of concern for researchers and 

climate change proponents, as previous studies on the ice sheet behavior projected 

Greenland's ice less stable compared to Antarctica's ice. But a recent study by 

scientists from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, suggests that we may have got it all 

wrong... 

 

Scientists warn that fires could consume Yellowstone forests,"USA Today. 

Warmer springs and summers could increase the frequency of major fires in Yellowstone 

National Park and the surrounding area from once every 100 to 300 years to as 

frequently as every 10 years by that time, caution researchers, writing in Monday's 

edition of the journal Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences..."Frankly, the 

results really surprised us," says Monica Turner, a professor of landscape ecology at the 

University of Wisconsin-Madison and one of the authors of the paper... 

 

http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/business/127315368.html?page=1
http://www.jsonline.com/business/127495798.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/07/20/hydrokinetics-renewable-energy-water_n_904301.html
http://www.biomassmagazine.com/articles/5693/living-learning-lab
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=41273893&msgid=283300&act=Q75V&c=707320&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ibmadison.com%2Fleftbusinessbrain%3Fid%3D1023
http://www.thenorthwestern.com/article/20110824/OSH0101/110824062/Harnessing-sun-UWO-reaping-savings-through-solar-energy-installations?odyssey=tab
http://www.ibtimes.com/articles/188993/20110729/climate-change-ipcc-antarctica-greenland-global-warming-ice-sheet-melting-glacier-geoscience-ocean-l.htm
http://www.ibtimes.com/articles/188993/20110729/climate-change-ipcc-antarctica-greenland-global-warming-ice-sheet-melting-glacier-geoscience-ocean-l.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/weather/climate/globalwarming/2011-07-25-climate-change-fires-yellowstone_n.htm
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A role for agriculture in addressing climate change. 

 

FOOD 
 

Bad Food? Tax It, and Subsidize Vegetables, New York Times. 

 

Supermarket Rooftop Gardens.  The Ecologist. 

 

Permaculture emerges from the underground.  New York Times. 

 

RECYCLING 
 

Transforming Waste to Algal Byproducts. 

 

SUSTAINABILITY 

 

More than 25 Wisconsin communities have declared themselves to be 

"ecomunicipalities", embracing sustainability principles intended to guide them to make 

decisions which build community,  

 

College organic, sustainability programs growing, Associated Press. 

The number of universities offering courses, certificates or degrees in organic or 

sustainable agriculture is on the rise... 

 

 

An EEO/Affirmative Action employer, UWEX provides equal opportunities in 

employment and programming, including Title IX and ADA requirements.  Requests for 

reasonable accommodations for disabilities or limitations should be made prior to the 

date of the program or activity for which it is needed.  Please do so as early as possible 

prior to the program or activity so that proper arrangements can be made.  Requests 

are kept confidential. 

 

http://fyi.uwex.edu/thinkingforward/2011/07/22/a-role-for-agriculture-in-addressing-climate-change/
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/24/opinion/sunday/24bittman.html?emc=eta1
http://www.theecologist.org/how_to_make_a_difference/food_and_gardening/985245/supermarket_rooftop_gardens_an_exercise_in_community_building.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/28/garden/permaculture-emerges-from-the-underground.html?_r=2&pagewanted=1
http://algaenews.com/tag/wastewater/
http://fyi.uwex.edu/thinkingforward/2011/07/14/wisconsin-communities-tell-their-stories/
http://fyi.uwex.edu/thinkingforward/2011/07/14/wisconsin-communities-tell-their-stories/
http://www.thenorthwestern.com/article/20110819/OSH03/110818171/College-organic-sustainability-programs-growing?odyssey=mod

