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Community Development 

Help Protect Water Quality With Ten Stewardship Practices 

FOGHORN ADDRESS 
CHANGES 

 Please let us know if your 
mailing address changes.  Since 
the Foghorn is mailed 3rd class,  
it is not forwarded, and UW-
Extension must pay for incorrect 
addresses.   
 Call 388-7141 for address 
changes or you will be removed 
from the list. 

The Foghorn 

--- 

University of Wisconsin-Extension 

 

     A monthly publication for 

Kewaunee County residents.   

These programs are supported by 

your  tax dollars.  We look forward 

to  receiving your comments. Please 

call us at the phone numbers     

provided in the individual headers. 

2017 Fall Town & Village Workshop 
September 12 in Green Bay at The Meadows Conference Center,850 Kepler Drive 

General topics include: 

 Legislative update 

 Public Hearing Strategies and Requirements 

Topics for Clerks and Treasurers include: 

 Duties & Budget Basics 

 Levy Limit Forms 

Town and village board members, clerks, and treasurers are welcome to attend.  

Contact the Local Government Center at (608) 262-9960 for more information and to 

register. 

 The quality of our lakes and 

streams is ultimately a reflection of 

how we take care of our land. A      

watershed is the land area that drains 

to a lake or stream. Waterfront      

property owners, inland residents,   

recreational users, agricultural         

producers and other businesses all    

can play a positive role in maintaining 

and improving the water quality of our 

lakes and streams.  

 This article addresses three kinds 

of opportunities to protect our waters: 

1. Curb pollutants at their source – 

fertilizers, household toxins, eroding 

soils, malfunctioning septic systems.  

2. Cut the amount of runoff that picks 

up pollutants and carries them to the 

waterway by minimizing the hard sur-

faces that create runoff.  

3. Capture and cleanse pollutant-

carrying runoff before it reaches the 

waterway – with shoreland buffers, 

rain barrels or rain gardens.  

 Here are ten simple tips for          

landowners:  

 

Simple Step #1: Choose zero-

phosphorus fertilizer 

 If you must fertilize, avoid ferti-

lizers that contain phosphorus.         

Remember, it’s phosphorus that      

accelerates algae growth in our lakes 

and rivers. Most lawns and gardens 

already contain adequate – and often 

excessive – amounts of phosphorus.  

Some communities have prohibited the 

use of phosphorus fertilizer around 

lakes and streams. Check local ordi-

nances. In Wisconsin, fertilizer that is 

labeled as containing phosphorus or 

available phosphate cannot be applied 

to lawns or turf unless the fertilizer 

application qualifies under certain   

exemptions.  

 

Simple Step #2: Properly dispose of 

household hazardous wastes 

 Do not pour old oil or pesticides 

into the ditch or wash paint brushes at 

the end of your driveway. Where do 

these pollutants end up? In our ground-

water, lakes and streams!  Gasoline, 

oil, solvents, old paints, thinners, ferti-

lizers, pesticides, cleaners and many 

other products need to be disposed of 

properly. Clean-Sweep programs are 

where you can take these products for 

safe disposal. 

 

Simple Step #3: Minimize erosion 

 When you’re planning a construc-

tion project, develop an erosion control 

plan. This publication will help home-

owners and contractors with establish-

ing a plan and recommended practices: 

http://clean-water.uwex.edu/pubs/pdf/

erosion.pdf 

 

Simple Step #4: Inspect and main-

tain your septic system regularly, 

preferably every three years.  
 Evidence of a malfunctioning   

septic system includes: Sewage        

backing up in the basement or drains. 

Ponded water or wet areas over the 

drain field. Bright green grass over the 

drain field. A dense stand of aquatic 

plants along only your shoreland.   

Sewage odors. Bacteria or nitrate in 

nearby well water. Biodegradable dye 

flushed through your system is        

detectable in a nearby water body.  

 

Simple Step #5: Reduce the hard 

surfaces like rooftops and driveways 

on your property.   

 When considering additions,   

decide whether the extra space is     

really needed. Perhaps you could  

build up instead of out. Also consider 

runoff from decks, sidewalks and  

parking areas. Gravel areas quickly 

become compacted and are nearly as 

impervious as paved surfaces. Pervi-

ous pavers are an option for areas that 

do not have heavy traffic.  

 

Simple Step #6: Plant trees and 

shrubs or protect your wooded     

areas 

 Wooded areas develop a thick un-

derstory of small shrubs and plants and 

a duff layer. This duff protects soil 

from rain impact and absorbs water. 

Root systems keep the duff in place, 

not in the lake. Lawns absorb little 

rainfall. A recent Wisconsin study 

found that lawns created much more 

runoff than wooded areas. As a conse-

quence, the runoff from lawns carried 

eight times more phosphorus to the 

lake than the runoff from similar sized 

wooded areas. 

 

Simple Step #7: Direct downspouts 

onto your lawn or landscaping, not 

onto hard surfaces  

 

Simple Step #8: Install a rain barrel.  
 Collect water from your rooftop to 

water your yard during dry periods. 

The barrel should be covered to keep 

out silt, leaves and insects. 

 

Simple Step #9: Build a rain garden  

 Rain Gardens: A How-To Manual 

for Homeowners provides easy-to-

follow instructions to create a rain   

garden providing guidance on ques-

tions such as : Where is a good spot in 

my yard for a rain garden? How big 

should it be? What plants would work 

well? Find it at:                             

http://learningstore.uwex.edu/assets/

pdfs/GWQ037.pdf 

 

Simple Step #10: Protect or restore 

your shoreland buffer 

 If you have native vegetation 

along your shoreline, consider yourself 

and the local wildlife fortunate. A     

mature native buffer represents many 

years of nature at work and discour-

ages undesirable, exotic plants and 

animals while attracting songbirds, 

butterflies, turtles and frogs. If you 

have lawn to the water’s edge, a           

simple, no-cost way to get started in 

restoring your shoreland is to stop 

mowing next to the water. Seeds in the 

soil will germinate and valuable native 

plants will begin to reappear. If you 

have lawn to the water’s edge and 

would like to play a more active role in 

restoring your shoreland, you can re-

plant native trees, shrubs, grasses and 

wildflowers to attract songbirds and 

butterflies. The main area where water 

runs off your property is the best loca-

tion to start planting to improve water 

quality. 

 The publication Protecting and 

Restoring Shorelands http://clean-

water.uwex.edu/pubs/pdf/protect.pdf  

will help you think about what              

benefits you want from your buffer 

and the size needed to achieve these.

 This is a summary of the UW        

Extension publication “Protecting 

Your Waterfront Investment: Ten  Sim-

ple Steps”  

http://clean-water.uwex.edu/pubs/pdf/

waterfront.pdf  

http://clean-water.uwex.edu/pubs/pdf/erosion.pdf
http://clean-water.uwex.edu/pubs/pdf/erosion.pdf
http://learningstore.uwex.edu/assets/pdfs/GWQ037.pdf
http://learningstore.uwex.edu/assets/pdfs/GWQ037.pdf
http://clean-water.uwex.edu/pubs/pdf/protect.pdf
http://clean-water.uwex.edu/pubs/pdf/protect.pdf
http://clean-water.uwex.edu/pubs/pdf/waterfront.pdf
http://clean-water.uwex.edu/pubs/pdf/waterfront.pdf

