
  

 

November/December 2015 

Portage County UW-Extension 

1462 Strongs Avenue 

Stevens Point WI  54481-2947 

715-346-1316 

November 
 
1-7 National HCE Week 
 
 
 
26 Thanksgiving Day 

December 
 

 

5-6 Tomorrow River Christmas 
 Lettie Jensen Center, Amherst 
 Each member is asked to furnish 
 6 dozen (2 batches) homemade cookies, 
 candy, or other goodies or donate $20.00. 
 
 

9 Christmas Honor Tea 
 1:30 - 3:00 PM 
 Host: Amherst 
 Nelsonville  
  Lutheran Church 
 Installation of  
  County Officers 
 Honor Ten Year  
  Wisconsin Bookworms™ Reader 
  Rose Haarth, Badger Club 
 
  

15 Port-O-Gram deadline 
 
 

25 Merry Christmas! 

As you will  be receiving this before the end of October. . .  

“Pumpkin Witch”  
by Jean Schwirtz 

 Remember 2016 
Program Book 

Information is due to 
Jean Schwirtz  

by November 1st! 
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First of  all, I would like to thank everyone who helped with the recent State 
Conference, especially the tour/bus guides and those donating items for the 
basket and the “Silent Auction”.   
 

Congratulations to our two talented members, Elinor Meyers and Jane Peterson, whose four 
entries received BLUE ribbons in the Cultural Arts Show.    
 

We had fourteen Portage County members attending all or part of  this year's conference.   
Special attendees were two of  our 55+ year HCE members, Violet Kawleski and Eunice Schultz.  
All (353) of  the “diamond” members received a beautiful diamond-shaped pendant/charm from 
WAHCE.  The state association also gave a commemorative HCE charm to everyone attending 
the conference. 
 

I think everyone enjoyed “Celebrating the Many Facets of  HCE” and the 75th Anniversary of  
WAHCE.  Congratulations to Central District for a job well done.  The keynote speaker, Dr. 
Zorba Paster, was excellent, as was the entertainment, provided by Cody Clausen.  Next year it's 
“76 Trombones Leading HCE” in Eau Claire September 12-14. 
 

The Fall Central District meeting hosted by Shawano County HCE will be held in Cecil on 
Tuesday, October 20.  There will be a special breakout session for all Wisconsin Bookworms™ 
readers.   
 

We have two important county events coming up.  Please support our organization by providing 
cookies for the Tomorrow River Christmas on December 5 & 6 and by attending the Christmas 
Honor Tea on December 9, when we will honor 10-year reader, Rose Haarth, install Donna 
Martens (Secretary) and Jean Schwirtz (Program Chair) for the 2016-17 term, and celebrate the 
Holiday Season.  The Tea is also an excellent opportunity to invite someone who might be 
interested in joining HCE. 

A Message From President Dianne Trzebiatowski 

WAHCE President’s 2015 Annual Report  

Here we are at the 75th anniversary of  this remarkable organization. How did we 
get here in what seems just a drop of  time? From the 1947– 49 conference theme 
“Today’s Home Builds Tomorrows’ World” to 2015’s theme “75 Celebrate the Many Facets of  
HCE” we have come a long way developing our selves, celebrating our dreams, our leadership, 
and our communities. We have planted the seeds of  education, watered them and watched them 
grow into a beautiful bouquet known as Wisconsin Association for Home and Community 
Education. Each and every member is a special flower within that bouquet. So take some time to 
celebrate this Diamond Anniversary in your clubs, counties and districts. Congratulations to all.  
 

Internationally this year we have reached out to the world in a very special way with financing 
water filters in places that do not have a safe, clean water supply. During the last three years 
WAHCE has supported the NVON project water filters with over $17,000.00 of  water filters 
going to Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Nigeria to name a few countries. We continue to support 
Wisconsin Nicaragua Partners buying the Chica Nica doll dresses and donating the many sewing,  
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cooking and baking supplies that go to the Learning Centers in Nicaragua.  This year we sent 
water filters to Nicaragua. Debra Dowen and HCE members from Green Lake County, wanted to 
know if  we could donate water filters to Nicaragua through a 501c3 group from Green Lake 
County. Through the help of  Lylene Scholz, NVON President and Lou Haveman, Business 
Connect we were able to get 25 water filters to Nicaragua through this organization.   This year 
opportunity came knocking at our door with a new project for the families of  Nicaragua, brick 
stoves with chimneys at a cost between $80.00 and $100.00. Wood stove smoke is a health 
problem for the families not only in the rural areas but in cities as well. The women survive by 
making/selling tortillas out of  their humble kitchens. Some WAHCE counties have decided to 
help fund these stoves so these families can be healthy and continue to make a living for their 
families WAHCE walked the world, held tea parties and donated to Pennies for Friendship to help 
our many sisters around the world who are less fortunate than we. We have also supported the 
CWC Mongolian Greenhouse Project and are happy to report this project is making a difference 
to the families in Mongolia.  
 

Wisconsin Bookworms™ just completing its 17th year reading to the children of  Wisconsin 
continues to be one of  our most successful programs. During this time our WAHCE volunteers 
have read and donated over 672,058 books to 79,145 children.  
 

By tracking our volunteer hours with the WAHCE “Impact of  HCE” program we can see the 
value WAHCE has to the communities around the state. JoAnn Blonien, WAHCE Vice President 
of  Family and Community Life has a complete report on the success of  this program in her 
annual report. Every county should be getting this information out to their communities through 
the newspapers, radio, and our face book page. Let your elected officials know what an invaluable 
asset your county HCE is to your community by writing to them and sending your county 
newsletter to them. 
 

Now on to the next 75 years! What does the future hold for this wonderful organization? When 
our grandmothers and mothers started Extension Homemakers 75 years ago they were looking 
for friendships, learning new ways of  doing things, helping one another and understanding their 
communities. We are looking for the same ideals and are expanding our reach out into the world. 
We are and continue to “Celebrate the many Facets of  HCE”. Here we go into the future. 
 

Your Friend in HCE, Betty Anne Tubbin 
 

Editor’s Note: Look for more information about the Stove & Chimney Project in the January Port-O-Gram. 

Wisconsin Bookworms™ ~ Jean Schwirtz 

Portage County HCE members began our 15th year of  reading in the month of  
October. We began in the fall of  2001 reading to 36 students in the Amherst and 
Almond area. This year we will be reading/giving books to 260 students each 
month in the Amherst, Almond/Bancroft and Stevens Point area. Readers are Rose 
Haarth, Ramona Romundsen, Esther Trzebiatowski, Joyce Baird, Marge Thiele, Lynn Isherwood, 
Donna Martens, Dianne Trzebiatowski and Jean Schwirtz. 
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Fall County Day ~ Dianne Trzebiatowski  

ABC Center hosted the Fall County Day on October 7.  I considered cancelling the meeting 
because of  Bert Marten's funeral, but we decided it would be too hard to reschedule.  There were 
things on the agenda that needed to be addressed at this final business meeting of  the year.  We 
had a good turnout despite the conflict with the church service. 
 

Donna Martens (Treasurer) and Jean Schwirtz (Program Chair) were unanimously reelected for 
the 2016-2017 term.  I'd like to thank Donna and Jean for agreeing to continue to serve our 
county organization in their present offices.  Also, thank you to all of  the other officers and 
committee chairs who agreed to continue in their present positions. 
 

We voted to use scholarship money to pay the registration for everyone who attended the State 
Conference.   Jean has asked that the dates for next year's county events be decided on by 
November1 so the 2016 Program Books can be completed and printed by the Christmas Tea.   
 

FLE Sherry Daniels provided the afternoon educational program “Identity Theft and Account 
Fraud”.  The numbers and kinds of  scams are on the rise.  Sherry talked about how we can help 
protect ourselves from being victimized and what to do if  we think our identity has been stolen 
or if  we've been scammed.  Thank you Sherry, for a very important and informative presentation. 
 

We had two guests that I had invited come for the afternoon program.  They both have decided 
to join HCE.  We welcome our two new members, Pat Leary and Nancy Schulze. 
 

Thanks to the ABC ladies for the great day.  My special thanks to Betty Daberkow, for all of  the 
work she did at the church.  I really appreciate all that you do.  

Picture from Badger Club ~ Jean Schwirtz 

Members of  the Badger HCE club  

enjoyed the display/presentation given  

by Elwood, Elisha and Evie (not 

pictured)  

Riley about all of  their 4-H projects at  

their September meeting. 

“A life-long blessing for children is to fill them with warm memories of times 
together.  Happy memories become treasures in the heart to pull out on the 

tough days of adulthood.”  Charlotte Davis Kasl 
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From the W/NP Office of Amy Wiza 

Dear Members of  WAHCE,  
 

On behalf  of  Wisconsin/Nicaragua Partners 
of  the Americas, I would like to personally invite you to the 50th Anniversary Celebration that 
will take place Saturday evening November 7, 2015.    
 

We are excited that there will be many special guests, including several from Nicaragua.  The  
Nicaraguan guests will be here the following week, so if  you have events they could attend, please  
let us know.   
 

I really appreciate the comments by 2 of  the Nicaraguan women when thinking about how W/
NP and WAHCE are similar, “The two organizations focus on women in rural areas working 
hard to raise awareness among women of  the need for education, leadership, parenting and 
family, household things and the community. Something of  strength between the two 
organizations is the continued promotion of  volunteering and development of  projects in 
education and community. I think it has been a long walk parallel with a common end for 
development. The two organizations are leaving very deep based Legacies in Leadership, 
development and love for human beings.”  
 

We hope to see you in November! 
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Executive Board Meeting August 26, 2015 
Stevens Point Annex  9:30a.m. 
 

Meeting was called to order by President Dianne Trzebiatowski at 9:30 a.m.. We opened with the 
Homemaker’s Creed and Pledge to the Flag. 
 

9 Members present plus our FLE: Dianne Trzebiatowski, Jean Schwirtz, Donna Martens, Jane 
Peterson, Betty Daberkow, JoAnn Tess, Lynn Isherwood, Margaret Thiele, Henrietta Garski, and 
FLE Sherry Daniels. 
 

Secretary Report:  Jean Schwirtz; Lynn Isherwood made a motion to accept the minutes as read. 
Henrietta Garski seconded...passed. 
 

Treasurer report: Donna Martens; treasurer report accepted and filed for review.  
 

Program Planning: Jean Schwirtz; Summer Trip on Thursday, July 16, to the Wisconsin/Nicaragua 
Partners warehouse and office was very interesting. We had a great turn-out of  members. 
 

The educational lesson for Fall County Day, October 7 will be “Identity Theft and Account 
Fraud”. It will be presented by Sherry Daniels our FLE.  
 

Family and Community Life: Jane Peterson, JoAnn Tess and Betty Daberkow; 
Pillow case sewing day was Tuesday, July 21 beginning at 9:00a.m. We completed 40 pillow cases 
and have 40 more to go. Marge Thiele and Jean Schwirtz will finish up the sewing.   
 

Budget and Review: Donna Martens; Donna will pay the needed subscriptions to Update at the 
State Conference. 
 

Cultural and Textile Arts: Lynn Isherwood; Jane Peterson will get her and Eleanor’s items to 
Dianne to take to the conference. 
 

Historian: Ramona Romundson; absent  
 

International: Lorraine Danczyk; absent Lorraine is at Farm Tech Days in Dane County Statz 
Bros. Inc Farm, selling items for W/NP.  
 

Marketing and Membership: Marge Thiele; Profiles were given for our “Diamond” members. 
Marge will do the display for the conference. 
 

Wisconsin Bookworms™: Jean Schwirtz; We received $500.00 from the Tomorrow River Lioness.  
Readers will start in October. Readers should check student numbers at their schools and get that 
number to Jean. 
 

Correspondence: Thanks you notes were shared from Pat Tepp, Bonnie Maier, the Healthy 
Beginnings program and the Ronald McDonald House. We also received an invitation to the 2015 
Fall Learn-In on Tuesday, Oct. 27, at Cecil, Wisc. This is sponsored by Waupaca and Shawano 
Counties.  
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   
Dues and Photo release forms are due to the office by the end of  September.  

Executive Board Meeting Minutes ~ Jean Schwirtz  
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State Conference Tours Guides:  
#1and #3 combined MREA/W/NP Lorraine Danczyk and Jean Schwirtz  
#2 Paragon Farms… Betty Daberkow, Ken Schroeder and hopefully Bonnie Maier   
#4 Verso Paper Mill… Dianne Trzebiatowski and Marge Thiele 
#5 Shops and Galleries will be given maps from the Visitor Bureau 
Buses load at 11:45. Hostesses should pick up their group lists at the registration desk. 
Jean will contact Darlene Schumacher to see the best way to get the list of  Tour Rules for the 
Paragon Potato Plant to those participating on that tour… and then get that information to them.  
We should discuss with our clubs the future for our county HCE. 
 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  
Housing for conference: One room has been reserved. Rose Haarth and Sharon McNew will 
share this room and pay for it themselves. No other members are spending the night. 
Basket for Silent Auction: Dianne received a $28.00 donation from the Bancroft club to purchase 
some items. Dianne shared “Portage County” items that will be included. 
Lynn will also supply 2- 10 # bags of  potatoes for the auction.  
Fall County will be October 7 in Almond. Everything is set. 
“Our Day” will be October 13 at Green Lake. 
Fall district meeting will be Tuesday, October 20 at the Main Event in Cecil, Wisc. 
 
 

Sherry Daniels, FLE:  
Sherry told us about the “Giving Garden” at the Ruth Gilfry building. Sherry wrote a grant for 
“externs” to help with the work there. The gardens… and sharing… is going well. 
Sherry shared her Tenure Application work. She will be presenting on Sept. 11. 
 

Adjourned with Homemaker’s prayer at 11:15a.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted  
Jean Schwirtz, Secretary    
 

Minutes approved: Minutes approved October 7, 2015 
 

HCE summer tour idea for August 2016: Mead Wildlife Center 

Did you attend the  

2015 WAHCE State Conference? 
 

If  you attended and were reimbursed for your registration  
please remember to submit your article for the newsletter. 

 

 

Mail or email it to Denise Rocha at UW-Extension 
denise.rocha@ces.uwex.edu or 1462 Strongs Ave, Stevens Point, WI  54481 
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The following article was written by one of  our early parenting specialists from UW-
Extension. I thought it fit perfectly as we move into the holiday season but also as we  
celebrate 75 years of  HCE! 
 

One of  our HCE values is to invest and strengthen our families and communities and  
stated in our creed we promote the welfare of  our boys and girls, the nation’s greatest  
asset. This article demonstrates one way forus to continue to hold true to the values of  
HCE and Invest in our children and grandchildren.  ~ Sherry 
 

Family stories a special holiday gift for kids! 
 

Research shows that sharing family stories may be as beneficial to children as reading to them; in 
fact, storytelling may even provide additional bonuses. “When grandparents and parents tell  
detailed family stories to their grandchildren and children, kids tend to view their family as 
stronger and have higher self-esteem, lower levels of  anxiety or nervousness, and fewer  
behavioral problems,” says Laura Froyen, an early parenting specialist with the UW-Extension. 
“Kids whose families regularly tell family stories tend to be better storytellers themselves, which 
can positively influence school performance.”  
 

There is no better time to begin a tradition of  family storytelling than the holidays, according to  
Froyen. “Often holidays stand out in our minds when time has faded other memories. Families 
can draw on holiday memories not only to cement family values and traditions, but to connect  
children with their family’s past,” she says. “At the holidays, stories can serve as a chance to  
reconnect with more distant family members and to show how important each family member 
is.”  
 

Tweens and teens whose parents engage in storytelling have a deeper understanding of  their  
family history, and as a result, feel more secure in their own identity. These teenagers also tend to 
have better coping skills and feel less anxious and depressed.   Froyen points out that not every 
story needs to be completely positive. Stories can be a great way to teach and to show that  
everyone makes mistakes. “Just be sure to make the lesson of  the story clear for young children,” 
says Froyen. If  family storytelling is new to you, Froyen suggests some activities to get started:  
 
 

  Put everyone’s names in a hat and then have each family member draw a name and  
      tell a story involving that person. 
 

  Instead of  asking what everyone is grateful for at Thanksgiving, ask each  
      person to describe a memory that they are grateful to have, or a lesson they are  
      grateful to have learned. 
 

  Have everyone tell the story of  the best gift (birthday, holiday--it doesn’t  
      matter) that they’ve received.  
 
 

Be sure to encourage details like how they felt waiting for the gift, when they realized what it was, 
who gave it, how they thanked the person who gave the gift, etc. Grandparents, parents and  
children alike may be surprised by the answers!  

Family Stories; A Special Holiday Gift  ~ submitted by Sherry Daniels 
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Tomorrow River Christmas ~ Annual Cookie Sale/Fundraiser 

Portage County HCE will once again be participating in the  
Tomorrow River Christmas Holiday Sale in  

Amherst on December 5 and 6 
 

Each member is asked to furnish 6 dozen of  something homemade:  
cookies, bars, snack items etc. or donate $20.00 

 
Our work schedule will be: 

 

Saturday: Set-up begins at 8:00 a.m. 
Ramona Romundsen and others 

 

11 a.m. to 2 p.m. - Stevens Point    
 

2-5 p.m. - ABC Center  
 

Sunday - Badger 

Christmas Honor Tea ~ The Amherst Center 

The Amherst Center invites you to join us at this year’s  
 

Annual Christmas Honor Tea 
 

Wednesday, December 9, 2015 
1:30 to 3:00 p.m. 

 

Nelsonville Lutheran Church 
 

We will be honoring Rose Haarth, Badger Club 10 year Wisconsin Bookworms™ reader 

“Our hearts grow tender with childhood memories and 
love of kindred, and we are better throughout the year for 
having, in spirit, become a child again at Christmas-time.” 

Laura Ingalls Wilder 
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I attended the annual WAHCE business meeting on Tuesday morning.  A major portion of  the 
meeting focused on budget issues.  The State Board is working very hard to cut operating 
expenses so money will not need to be withdrawn from the WAHCE investment account (as has 
been the case in recent years).  To cut costs, two of  the State Board meetings are now held by  
Wis-line. 
 

The proposed and approved WAHCE Operating Budget for 2016 includes an increase in dues to 
NVON from $100.00 to $200.00 (for one year only), the elimination of  the $1000.00 Jones Lee 
Scholarship, and discontinuation of  the $100.00 credit given to counties participating in  
Wisconsin Bookworms™. 
 

The State Board also voted to increase subscriptions for Update to $8.00/year & $15.00/2 years 
beginning January 2016. 
 

Elections of  state officers and board members whose terms will begin January 2016 were held, 
with unanimous ballots being cast for each position.  WAHCE officers are:  President,  Joan 
Staffon; Secretary, Phoebe Shourds; Marketing Chair, Lori Hlinak; International Chair, Lylene 
Scholz; and District Director, Chris Werner is the new State Board member representing South 
East District. 
 

The proposed By-law changes were presented and approved.  New WAHCE Handbooks will be 
handed out at the November State Board Meeting.  To save money, fewer books will be printed 
(and fewer will be provided to each county.)  

2015 WAHCE Business Meeting ~ Dianne Trzebiatowski  

SPECIAL SECTION 
 

2015 WAHCE Conference 
 

“CELEBRATE THE MANY FACETS OF HCE”  

Attendance: 
Total number registered   403 
Total number attending    401 
One day registrations   42 
1

st
 timers     72 

Out-of-state     2 
Men      7 
 
Cultural Arts Show: 
Items displayed   419 
No. of counties with entries 44  
“Something Sparkly” entries 35  (winner “sparkly” purse from Washington County) 
Medallions awarded   24 
“People's Choice” Award  “Fancy Lady” counted cross-stitch 

2015 State Conference Statistics 
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Conference Awards 
 
Scholarship: 
Lori Hlinak, $200.00 (Ardith McDowell scholarship) 
 
Membership: 
New members in 2015   171 
Counties increasing membership  32 
“Diamond” members   353 
Top counties: 
 Iowa  +8 
 Manitowoc +11 
 Polk  +15 
 Lincoln  +21 
 Marathon +31 
 
Family and Community Life: 
“On the Move and in the Groove”: 
 131 members participated from 39 counties 
 Total of 98,989 pts.= 32,966 hrs 
  Top counties: 
   1) Kewaunee  6,635 hrs 
   2) Manitowoc  5,814 hrs. 
 
“Impact of HCE”: 
 36 counties turned in forms 
  Total outreach  61,432 hrs. 
  Total donations  $77,515.00 
  Executive Boards  24,848 hrs. 
  Board donations  $ 26,579.00 
 
“Stitches of Love”: 1)  Juneau County 
   2)  La Crosse County  
   3)  Polk County 
 
“Services of Love”: 1)  Adams County 
   2)  Sheboygan  
 
PROGRAM/POOL Awards: 1)  Adams County 
     2)  Brown County 

Silent Auction: 
Total number of items   178 
Number of baskets    51  (Basket from Portage County brought $43.00) 
Proceeds (for International programs)  $3,255.00 
 
Quilt Raffle:    $900.00 (to cover Cultural Arts Show expense) 
 
Pennies for Friendship:  $475.00 (collected at the banquet) 

2015 State Conference Statistics 
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“Celebrate The Many Faucets of  HCE” was the theme for this year’s 75th State WAHCE 
conference held at the Holiday Inn, right here in Stevens Point.. There were 401 people attending 
the conference which included 67 first time attendees.   
 

On Monday afternoon Lorraine Danczyk and I were hostesses for the bus tour to the Mid-West 
Renewable Energy Association and the Wisconsin/Nicaragua Partners warehouse and office. We 
had 42 ladies on our tour. It was a beautiful afternoon.  
 

Keynote presenter Dr. Zorba Paster, public radio host, broadcast journalist, author, university 
professor and practicing family physician, opened the conference.  Our Tuesday banquet 
entertainment was provided by Cody and Brittany Clauson. 
 

My Tuesday morning class was “Salt Substitutes: Are they Safe” presented by Katie Gelling and 
Nancy Schultz. We received many good ideas of  spices to use instead of  all the salt. 
As your program chair, I attended three P.O.O.L. sessions. (Program, Outreach, Opportunity, 
Leadership) They were: “Raising a Thinking Child” and “Food Label Lingo: Understanding Food 
Labels”. 
 

All the conference attendees attended the “What’s Right with the World” session. It was a 
beautiful presentation with photos from National Geographic photographer Dewitt Jones. This 
is something I try to live by… look for what’s right in the world!  I also attended “The Civil War 
Era—Quilts and Stories” and “Color in the Garden.” I was the room hostess for these two 
sessions. 
 

It was very nice having the conference so close. I enjoyed being a hostess on the tour and for two 
of  the sessions I attended. I did miss staying over-night as a group. We always have such good 
“visit” times in our rooms. Next year we will be off  to Eau Claire, Sept. 12, 13 and 14, 2016.  
 

Thank you to Portage County for giving me the opportunity to represent you at the State 
Conference as the Program Chair. It is always a wonderful time of  friendship and learning.  

State Conference Report ~ Jean Schwirtz, Program Planning Chair 

Portage County members who attended 
the conference were: seated: Violet 
Kawleski and Eunice Schultz 1st row: 
Betty Daberkow, Sherry Daniels, 
Portage County Family Living 
Educator,  Lorraine Danczyk, Rose 
Haarth, Jean Schwirtz back row:  
Dianne Trzebiatowski, Marge Thiele, 
Donna Martens and  Henrietta Garski. 
Not pictured: Sharon McNew and Jane 
Peterson. All attendees received a 
beautiful charm to Celebrate HCE and 
our 75th Anniversary. 

State Conference Attendees ~ Jean Schwirtz 
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This is a report on one of  the classes I took at the Annual State Conference in Stevens Point.  
The class was called “How to be an Indian in 2015”. 
  

The presenter was Louise V. Clark (Two Shoes) the Third....He is a native American  
Poet/Storyteller.  He was born and raised on the Oneida Reservation in Northeastern Wi.  He 
turned to poetry to continue the oral translation of  his people, the People of  Bear Clan. 
  

His first small book was titled “Two Shoes” and was published in the spring of  2011 by the  
Sequoyah National Center at the University of  Arkansas. 
  

He received a fellowship Award from the Oneida Nations Arts Program and the Wisconsin Arts  
Board. 
  

He and his wife Debra live in Omro.  His home is filled with the love of  6 children who have all  
graduated from college and 9 grandchildren. 
  

He gave us an overview of  the struggles, rewards and triumphs of  a Native American  
Poet/Storyteller in the 21st Century. 

State Conference Report ~ Rose Haarth 

This year at Convention I attended the “Gardening with Native Plants” presentation.  My 
husband and I live in the woods and are surrounded by various varieties of  plants, many of  
which bloom.  I am sure that many are considered weeds, but give the area a natural look. 
 

One species I experienced rather painfully was Stinging Nettle.  I was clearing an area and 
grabbed a large plant and pulled.  For at least a week I had a burning rash on my entire hand.  
Learned an important lesson there. 
 

I also “had” a nice area of  Milkweed a little too close to the road.  It was lost when the side of  
the road was mowed.  I did manage to rescue a young plant and put it in a pot.  I hope to raise a 
few Monarchs next year as I have done in the past. 
 

The presentation at the convention gave me a new interest in what I have growing in my woods.  
The blooms start in Spring with Violets and every week a new variety of  plant seems to bloom.   
I know very little about what the majority are, but plan on purchasing a book and studying it over 
the winter.  Many species have seeds which can be sowed by the birds or provide them with 
winter food.  You never know what will bloom next year and knowing about it will give me a new 
appreciation. 

State Conference Report ~ Sharon McNew 

I would like to thank the Central District HCE for honoring me at the conference for my 69 
years in Homemakers and HCE.  Thank you for the diamond pendant; I have it on a chain so I 
can wear it to remind me of  those years. 
 

I only made it to the Conference on Tuesday this year and enjoyed the day.  Thank you again! 

Thank You ~  from Eunice Schultz, North Almond HCE 
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Hello HCE Members, 
 

I wanted to take this opportunity to share some thoughts on the 2015 WAHCE Annual State  
Conference.  It was fun to celebrate 75 years with “The Many Facets of  HCE” and see all of  
the members cross the state with 55+ years, being honored.  I was asked to “welcome” the 
attendees at the opening evening session.  It felt a bit awkward to me, sitting up front on a stage 
and staring out at all the attendees.  Last time I did that was at my wedding reception.  It was 
nice to see 401 attendees and I had the opportunity to share my definition of  a “lady” and 
explain its importance to me.  I told them they were ladies (except for the 7 brave men who 
joined their ladies) and explained how much I have enjoyed working with the HCE ladies in 
Portage County. 
 

There were many great sessions at the conference and one I  
attended was titled, “Wisconsin Women Making History: Their 
Stories, Our Legacy”.  The speaker talked about many fabulous  
ladies who lived, worked, or studied in Wisconsin and who made 
significant contributions to women’s history or the state’s legacy.  
The partnership between: Wisconsin Historical Society, Wisconsin 
Humanities Council, Wisconsin Public Television, Wisconsin  
Media Lab, Women’s Studies Consortium, and Gender and  
Women’s Studies Librarian have created a website where you  
can read about all of  these ladies.  They created this site for 
educators; to help them show what women have contributed.   
You can explore the site, womeninwisconsin.org searching 
alphabetically, by category, location, or view a timeline.  It is  
very interesting to read about the wide variety of  contributions  
made by women in Wisconsin over the years.   
 

I searched by location and was shocked to find no women  
from Portage County, then I found the following:  Nominate a 
history maker; nominate a woman who has lived, worked, or  
studied in Wisconsin and has made significant contributions  
to women’s history or the state’s legacy.  I am certain there are  
women who live or have lived in Portage County who meet  
these qualifications!  If  you know of  women who would meet  
these criteria please write up what you know about them, send  
it to me or Denise and we will do some additional research at  
the UW-Extension office then submit it to this website.  
 

Together we can nominate women from Portage County who have 
made a difference. 

State Conference Experience ~ Sherry Daniels, UWEX FLE 

Mildred was the only 
American woman to  
die by direct order of  
Adolf Hitler for spying  
on Germany during  

World War II.  
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Conference Congratulations!  ~ Jean Schwirtz 

WAHCE Annual Cultural Arts Show 
Portage County’s Blue Ribbon Winners 

A special feature of  this year’s conference 
was to honor all 

members who have belonged to  
HCE for 55 or more years.  

 

Statewide 353 ladies were honored. 
 

Portage County had 4 honorees  

Eunice Schultz, 69 years 
 

Marge Rice,  58 years 
 

Lulu Turner, 58 years  
 

Violet Kawleski, 55 years 

Rose Haarth 
was honored 
for being a 

reader for 10 
years in the 
Wisconsin 

Bookworms™ 
program  

Cherry & Maple Turned Bowl 
 by Jane Peterson 

Daisy Bracelet 

 by Elinor Meyers 

Star Pattern String 

by Elinor Meyers 

Safari Stack and Whack Quilt  
by Jane Peterson 
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Portage County UW-Extension 
1462 Strongs Avenue 
Stevens Point WI  54481-2947 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Cooperative Extension Staff 

Connie Creighton, Department Head/ 
 4-H Youth Development Agent 
Sherry Daniels, Family Living Educator 
Ken Schroeder, Agriculture Agent 
Nathan Sandwick, Community Resource Development Agent 
Jill Hicks, Administrator, Wisconsin Nutrition Program Education 
Mary Higley, Wisconsin Nutrition Program Educator 
Joanna Lickel, WNEP, Support Staff 
Penny Schmitt, Wisconsin Nutrition Program Educator 
 
 
 

Support Staff 
Denise Rocha, Agriculture/Family Living/Reception 
Ryan Nelson, 4-H/CNRED/Administration 
 
 
 

Office Phone (715) 346-1316 
Fax:  (715) 346-1323 
Toll-Free:  1-866-920-2525 

HCE Website:   
   www.wahceinc.org 
 
Portage County Website:  
   www.portage.uwex.edu 
 
 
Publications Website: 
   www.learningstore.uwex.edu 
 
 
Local Government Websites: 
   www.co.portage.wi.us 
   www.stevenspoint.com   
   www.ploverwi.gov 
   www.n.villageofalmond.com 
   www.amherstwi.govoffice2.com3 
   www.townofamherst.org 
   www.junctioncitywi.com 
   www.plainfieldwis.com 


