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Waupaca County Gateway Academy
In response to preparing young people for Wisconsin and Waupaca County manufacturing employment, a new summer class was sponsored by UW-Extension, SME (Society of Manufacturing Engineers), the Kern Foundation and Manawa School on July 6-10.  Seventeen students took the class and learned about robotics, PLC (programming), CAD, rocketry and flight. They also learned some valuable team building skills necessary for today’s workforce through daily youth development activities. This engineering class was open to all students in Waupaca County. 

Instructors for the course were Manawa Technology and Engineering Instructor-Kelly Koller, two student teachers from Manawa-Maria Smiles and Kyle Kabe. Connie Abert-UW-Extension Youth Development Educator coordinated the details of the class and curriculum. A grant from the Kern Foundation supported this summer workshop and has supported new engineering/technology and supplies in the Manawa District.  
The class was a great opportunity for students to learn more about technology and engineering in Waupaca County manufacturing with hands on activities and experiences.   Students completed a variety of problem solving activities in groups such as designing and programming robots that will navigate through a maze and complete programmed task. 
With the continued support of the Kern Foundation and UW-Extension this course will be offered again next summer. 

To learn more about Gateway Academy, Project Lead the Way and  UW-Extension 4-H SET please contact Connie Abert from the Waupaca County UW-Extension Office at 715-258-6226 or connie.abert@ces.uwex.edu.
