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As we all know, this season got off to a VERY
early start and plant development continues to
be early. Typically, we would collect our tissue
samples between August 15-Sept 15, as this
has been the time that plant nutrient status
seems to be the most stable. However, this is
far from a typical year! If we go by Growing
Degree Days, we are currently about 2 weeks
ahead of last year (Table 1), so I would suggest
that tissue sampling begins the first week of
August. We saw a similar situation (though
not as extreme!) in 2010 when we had an early
spring and most of the tissue samples indicated
low N levels. This was likely due to collecting
samples at a later growth stage than typical,
when tissue N status has started to decline.
We are tracking the nutrient status of vines
and will continue to do so in order to help interpret the tissue analysis this year.

At the laboratory only about a teaspoon of
dried and ground tissue is actually analyzed.
The sample must be representative of the entire bed. Don’t take samples only from one
corner or along one edge of a bed. It is best to
start in one corner and walk to the opposite
corner collecting 4 or 5 samples along the way.
Alternatively, you could walk in a zigzag pattern across a bed.
Try to sample uprights that represent the bed.
The uprights you collect should look like the
remaining uprights in the bed. Don’t sample
overly vigorous or sickly vines. If you are sampling for a particular problem, also collect normal vines for comparison.
Once the tissue sample has been collected it
should be prepared for shipment or delivery to
the lab. Any soil or foreign material should be
dusted off the sample. DO NOT WASH the
Table 1. Growing Degree Day Accumulauprights as this will remove soluble nutrients
and will give a false analysis. Place the sample in
Date
2011
2012
a small paper bag or paper envelope. If the
July 1
990
1498
sample is to be mailed, allow the sample to air
July 15
1345
1651
dry for one day to prevent mold from forming
August 1
1864
during shipment. Place the dry sample in a paper envelope for shipping. Do not use plastic
What to collect.
or cellophane bags since these retain moisture
and promote molding. Try to ship samples earThe proper plant part to sample for tissue
analysis in cranberry is new upright growth. If ly in the week to avoid samples deteriorating in
warm post offices over the weekend. Plant
you collect both current season growth and
one-year-old growth, your samples may show a samples that are delivered to the lab do not
deficiency since nutrient levels tend to be low- need to be air dried if they are delivered within
a day after sampling. Please submit an inforer in one-year-old growth. The age of tissue
mation sheet with each sample describing the
can have a profound effect on the results obtained and on the interpretation of the results. crop type, date sampled, and other information
necessary to make the best interpretation of
How to collect. Only a few handfuls of uprights are taken as samples for tissue analysis. the lab results.
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